and Vermont. CLiF is now recognized
in northern New England as a leader in
supporting and promoting children’s literacy.
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In March 2013 the Children’s Literacy
Foundation completed its 15th year of service.
Time flies when you love what you do!
Over that period our energetic nonprofit
has provided a wide range of creative literacy
programs and more than $2.5 million
in new, high-quality books to 140,000
young readers and writers in almost
400 towns across New Hampshire

This annual report highlights many of our
accomplishments over the past 15 years.
It also summarizes our new strategic
direction—helping to build an active
and sustainable culture of literacy
throughout entire communities.
We do this by collaborating with many
local partners and working with them to
provide a wide array of literacy programs
and support to local children and families
over one to three years.
CLiF is on the cutting edge of this
‘community literacy’ model, and our
work shows very positive results. A 20122013 study by educational research firm
WestEd shows that children who participate
in CLiF’s programs are more excited about
reading and writing and read and write
more often for pleasure. Moreover, CLiF’s
work increases parent involvement in

literacy activities and reinvigorates schools’
internal focus on literacy.
Supporting children’s literacy is a labor of
love for the CLiF team: our staff, Directors,
Advisors, volunteers, and 50 professional
authors, illustrators, poets, and storytellers.
Fortunately, we are not alone. Many
hundreds of generous and loyal donors
have also embraced CLiF’s mission to
reach and inspire low-income, at-risk, and
rural young readers and writers. In fiscal
year 2013 more than 600 individuals,
foundations, businesses, and social
organizations made gifts to CLiF.
All of you are listed on the enclosed insert.
Our heartfelt thanks to all of you. Our
accomplishments are your accomplishments.
Thank you so much for making CLiF’s
work possible!

Duncan McDougall, CLiF Executive Director

CLiF is committed to supporting community
coordinators and local advisory boards before,
during, and after a CLiF sponsorship.
To help our partners sustain a grant’s momentum,
we will support the growth of strong advocacy
networks within communities and provide tools
to identify and secure future funding.

New long-term sponsorships can bring CLiF’s
professional and inspiring programs to a single
child 10 or 12 times over the course of a year.

CLiF pledges to help teachers, librarians, parents,
and other stakeholders work together, developing
a culture of literacy to which everyone in the
community contributes.

Our goal is to organize our resources and make
them accessible through www.clifonline.org.

CLiF has experience to share—from producing
community-wide literacy events to helping and
encouraging parents to read to their kids.

That sums up CLiF’s philosophy. These are the tenets we’ve identified to guide our strategy and
inspire young readers and writers in communities across New Hampshire and Vermont:

A teacher in a 2012-2013 CLiF Year of the Book town said,
“Sometimes we get so caught up in teaching kids how to read that we forget the importance of inspiring kids to read. Just enjoy a book!”

CLiF’s new strategic direction draws on the successes of our Community Literacy and Year of the Book programs to create a new long-term, in-depth sponsorship
model that encourages collaboration, empowers community partners, and creates lasting community-wide excitement about literacy.

