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This past fall, CLiF offered a new grant 
opportunity to build ongoing community 
partnerships in Vermont and New 
Hampshire with organizations serving 
low-income, at-risk, and rural children. 
In a time of global unrest, CLiF decided 
to invest in creating connections through 
reading and writing between generations 
and sectors of communities that might 
not interact regularly. 

The new Community Building grant 
provides an on-site children’s library 
valued at $500, a training session with 
a CLiF professional that gives tips for 
sharing books, a book giveaway where 
all program participants select two new 
books to keep, and additional funding 
(up to $250) to support programs.

CLiF awarded six Community Building 
grants for Spring 2017.

Reading with Seniors
In Belmont, NH, first graders at Belmont 
Elementary School partnered with the 

Belmont Senior Center and read with the 
seniors at the Belmont Public Library. 

In Exeter, NH, third through fifth 
graders participating in Great Bay Kids’ 
afterschool program at Lincoln Street 
Elementary School read with seniors at 
Riverwoods Retirement Community.

In Burlington, VT, Flynn Elementary 
School students took their “Treasure Book 
Box” (on a Radio Flyer wagon) to seniors 
at Kindred Healthcare Birchwood Terrace.

In Morrisville, VT, first and third grade 
“buddies” at Morristown Elementary School 
and Meals on Wheels Lamoille County 
partnered at the Lamoille Senior Center 
for reading before the weekly lunch. CLiF 
thanks NorthCountry Federal Credit Union, 
a long time CLiF supporter, but a business 
new to Morrisville, for funding this grant.

Reading with Animals
In Albany, VT, the afterschool Animal 
Care Club brought in animals weekly to 

be read to by kindergarteners through 
fifth graders. The program started with a 
dog and a guinea pig, and they had lambs 
visit in the spring. 

1000 Books Before Kindergarten
In Bennington, VT, Bennington Free 
Library, McCullough Library, Sunrise 
Family Resource Center, Head Start, 
Oakhill Children’s Center, and Bennington 
Building Bright Futures are working 
together to improve school readiness by 
getting books to the youngest children.

One grantee summed up our initial goal 
perfectly when she wrote: “With this grant, 
we would be able to give our students the gift 
of real world connections and experiences with 
people in our community to open up the gift 
of healing, helping, and making a difference 
through reading and sharing stories with others.”
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An Albany Community School student in 
Albany, VT practices reading with Fern.

A Morristown Elementary student reads 
with his senior reading buddy.
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Who’s WhoThe Voices of CLiF
What impact do CLiF’s programs have on many thousands of young readers and writers 
across New Hampshire and Vermont every year?  Here’s recent feedback from individuals 
in some of the hundreds of communities we serve:

“ Meeting the authors has inspired my kids to read more and to write more!  Not only that, 
they are excited to read their own CLIF books. It was a big treat for them to come back from 
the last author time and just read their books.” —Teacher 

“ Thank you for donating all of the books to our school. The book I got was so exsiting and 
packed with facts! It was about Angent Egypt and mumeys! It is the best book ever!” 
— (sic) Young Reader

“ The seminars helped me to become ‘free’ to be a bigger goofball (when sharing books with 
my kids)...  (CLiF’s Children of Prison Inmates program) is a great way to stay connected 
with our children. It is hard to improve perfection.” —Inmate

“ We are a small community library with an equally small budget...  It would have taken us over 
five years to buy the books… that this CLiF grant made possible.” —Library Director

“ Buying new books is not a priority for many of our families, yet students crave books of 
their own. The CLiF grant provided many free books for every elementary student. During 
our first giveaway, several students were confused about keeping the books because they had 
never chosen a book to personally keep…” —Teacher  

“ Inspiring students to genuinely get excited about learning is not always easy, but CLiF 
events make it look easy. There was a buzz of enthusiasm every time a CLiF presenter 
was slated to perform. After a presenter visited us, the students were eager to borrow the 
presenter’s books from the library.” —School Librarian

We do this all without state or federal funds. But we couldn’t do it without you. 
Many thanks for your support!

 

Duncan McDougall
CLiF Executive Director
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Duncan shares a story with Flynn Elementary School students in Burlington, VT.

Love getting updates from CLiF and seeing 
our happy young readers and writers?

Subscribe to our e-newsletter for great 
stories and pictures. You’ll hear from us 

once a month, and we’ll never share your 
e-mail address.

And check out our blog for up-to-the-
minute stories, news, trends in literacy, 

parenting topics, book recommendations, 
and more, posted by a roster of staff and 

guest bloggers.

Subscribe to e-news and blog:  
www.clifonline.org

Like us: www.facebook.com/cliforg

Follow us: @cliforg

Pin us: www.pinterest.com/cliforg

Let’s Stay In Touch!
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Year of the Book Serves 50 Schools
By the end of the 2018 school year, 
CLiF’s Year of the Book (YOB) grant 
will have served 50 elementary schools 
in New Hampshire and Vermont and 
awarded $1.25 million in literacy support 
since 2011! That’s 50 communities in 
all corners of the Twin States that are 
further enriched with literacy resources, 
engagement, and enthusiasm. 

What does that mean for those 
schools? It means a full school year of 
celebrating reading and writing, hosting 
up to ten engaging CLiF Presenters 
(author/illustrators, poets, storytellers, 
and graphic novelists), family literacy 
nights, new books for the school and 
public libraries and classrooms, mini-
grants to support literacy activities, 
and ten brand new books for each 
child to choose and keep. Now, the 
support continues past the initial year 
with a $1,000 grant to fund additional 
literacy activities in the year following 
a school’s YOB grant. Past Year of 
the Book schools are also invited to 
CLiF’s annual literacy conference (see 
pg. 4) in perpetuity to keep sharing 
ideas, challenges, and successes with 
other educators, librarians, and literacy 
advocates in the region.

At Williamstown Elementary School, a CLiF 2016-2017 Year of the Book school,  
pre-schoolers think their new books are pretty “cool.”

The South Royalton School (YOB 
2015-2016) Library Media Specialist 
said,“Through the Year of the Book, we were 
able to support students to take their emerging 
love of reading home with them…The books and 
[author] visits we received will be something we 
all will remember throughout our lives.” 

We’re very excited that CLiF’s Board of 
Directors voted to increase the Year of the 
Book to ten elementary schools in 2017-
2018. Incoming Year of the Book schools 
are Alburgh Community Education 
Center in Alburgh, VT; Ashland 
Elementary School in Ashland, NH; 
Campton Elementary School in Campton, 
NH; Canaan Schools in Canaan, VT; Dr. 
Norman W. Crisp Elementary School 
in Nashua, NH; Molly Stark Elementary 
School in Bennington, VT; Peterborough 
Elementary School in Peterborough, NH; 
Salisbury Community School in Salisbury, 
VT; Sustainability Academy at Lawrence 
Barnes School in Burlington, VT; and 
Unity Elementary School in Newport, NH. 

We are looking forward to working with 
them in the next year and celebrating the 
Year of the Book!

To learn more about the Year of the Book, 
check out the new video on www.clifonline.org!

A beloved member of the CLiF family, 
Phil Kolvoord, passed away in March at 
84 of Alzheimers in Essex, VT. Phil was 
an active member of CLiF’s Board of 

Directors from 2004-2010, and he and 
his wife Louise have been longtime  

CLiF supporters.  

His father was a bookseller, and Phil 
grew up surrounded by thousands 

of books. Phil was huge fan of CLiF’s 
work sharing the power and pleasure 
of books with low-income, at-risk, and 
rural children, and he attended local 

presentations to cheers us on. Phil was 
a Renaissance man. Besides founding an 
Essex, VT law firm where he worked for 
half a century, Phil was also a Rotarian, 

Mason, two-time Vermont chess 
champion, member of the Explorer’s 

Club (with a particular interest in Arctic 
and Antarctic expeditions), Board Chair 
of the Discovery Museum, beekeeper, 

fisherman, boater, and inveterate 
traveler who visited all seven continents.  

Phil was curious about everything.   
He enjoyed being useful, and he loved 
to laugh. Those are all stellar qualities 
for a nonprofit board member, and 

for a friend. We miss Phil very much. 
Everyone here at CLiF sends our sincere 

condolences to Phil’s wife Louise,  
and to their entire family.  

Phil’s family requested that in lieu of 
flowers, memorial contributions could be 
made to CLiF. We have already received 

more than 25 contributions in Phil’s 
memory, including $1,000 from his fellow 
Rotarians at the Essex Rotary Club, and 

we will use these funds to support a 
special event in his honor. Phil also left 
a very generous bequest in his will for 

CLiF that will help us to serve even more 
young readers and writers in Phil’s name 
for many years to come. Thank you, Phil! 

CLiF Remembers 
Phil Kolvoord 

Former CLiF Board Member Phil Kolvoord
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In March, 130 representatives from past, 
current, and incoming Year of the Book 
schools joined us for CLiF’s fifth annual 
Community Literacy Conference. It was by 
far our largest turn-out yet and the room was 
buzzing with excitement about this year’s 
theme—“Making Literacy Fun for All.”

Creative Ways to Promote Literacy
An important part of CLiF’s mission 
involves helping our partners to not only 
build a culture of literacy in their commu-
nity, but also to sustain it. With the goal 
of creating ongoing partnerships, we offer 
conferences and other networking and 
grant opportunities. CLiF is also pleased to 
offer literacy resources, including low- or 
no-cost programming ideas, to help our 
partners maintain momentum and inspire 
kids to enjoy reading and writing more.

Every spring we present new activities to 
partners during our Community Literacy 
Conference (see above). At this year’s 
conference we shared ideas for hands-on 
activities, including “Paint Chip Poetry,” 
which uses colors to inspire words. Soon 
after, Bethlehem Elementary School 
in New Hampshire, a 2016-2017 Year 
of the Book school, included a “Color 

CLiF’s Community Literacy Conference: 
Making Literacy Fun for All  

Year of the Book grant (“YOB”) recipients 
for the 2017-2018 school year learned the 
ins and outs of coordinating a successful 
YOB grant, including strategies for 
promoting a culture of literacy within the 
community. 2016-2017 YOB teams shared 
ideas for maintaining literacy momentum 

CLiF served twelve public libraries in 
New Hampshire and Vermont through 
the Rural Libraries Grant in 2016–2017.

Rural Libraries 
Grant

Greensboro Public Library patrons draw and 
write about animal tracks.

Author Marv Klassen-Landis leads a hands-on writing workshop at CLiF’s Literacy Conference.

Poetry” activity during the school’s 
Poetry Night. BES students created their 
own colorful compositions as part of a 
poetry celebration inspired by the poetry 
workshop CLiF Presenter Ted Scheu had 
conducted at the school. 

We love to see our partners promote 
reading and writing in creative ways. 
Central Elementary School in Bellows 
Falls, Vermont, a 2015-2016 Year of the 
Book school, recounted their successful 
take on the “One School, One Book” 
program. CES’ school-wide read of 
Katherine Applegate’s The One and Only 
Ivan included daily trivia and a fundraising 
drive benefitting gorillas at Zoo Atlanta. 
The program culminated in a Skype session 
with the caretaker who had looked after the 
Real Ivan at Zoo Atlanta. CES teachers and 
staff read along with the students and their 
families. YOB Coordinator Kate Kane said 
the program created a great buzz through-
out the school and instilled the message that 
“We’re all in this fun together!”

Inspiration for these and many other 
programming ideas are available at www.
clifonline.org under the Resources/Literacy 
Activities tab. We’ve included ideas that 
can be applied school-wide and some that 

after their Year of the Book is over. 
Participants also got hands-on through a 
writing workshop with CLiF Presenter 
Marv Klassen-Landis and a training session 
on the Whole Book Approach with 
the Eric Carle Picture Book Museum’s 
Courtney Waring. Attendees took home 
lots of free books and were able to purchase 
Usbourne Books To Go’s newest titles, 
from which 50% of the proceeds went back 
to CLiF to support programs like YOB.

Said one participant, “We are so excited for 
our YOB and are blown away at actually how 
extensive and detailed this grant gets. This 
is really going to take literacy to a whole new 
level in our school and community. Thank you 
for having a great opportunity available!”

SAVe The DATe
CLiF’s Rural Libraries Conference for library 

staff is coming up September 15th in  
White River Junction, VT. 

encourage community participation. Has 
your organization used one of the programming 
ideas we’ve shared, or created a unique new 
program? Please send us your success stories 
and ideas—we’d love to hear and share them!

Greensboro students listen to stories  
during Greensboro Public Library’s  

Rural Libraries Kick-Off.
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“A Light in a Dark Place”
“CLiF seminars have helped my youngest read even more.”

“It makes my bond with my son even stronger.”
“This is my 5th CLiF event. I think they are incredible. Each time I learn something new.”

This is the kind of the feedback we receive 
from inmates who participate in CLiF’s 
Children of Prison Inmates program. 
1 in 28 American children has a parent in 
prison, and kids from low-income families 
are 3 times more likely to be in this 
situation. These children are at high risk of 
growing up with low literacy skills. CLiF 
helps the children and their incarcerated 
parents connect in a powerful way—
through books and stories. Since 2003, 
CLiF has worked in correctional facilities 
throughout NH and VT. We give literacy 
seminars for inmates to help and encourage 
them to read with their children. We hold 
family literacy celebrations for inmates and 
their kids, set up on-site libraries in family 
visiting rooms, and support the ‘Storybook 
Program’ in which inmates record new 
books onto CD or MP3 and mail the 
books and recordings home to their 
children. After each seminar inmates can 
send a new CLiF book (with a handwritten 
note) to each of the children in their lives. 

Book Drives Spread the Joy of Reading 
CLiF’s 500+ literacy events each year 
are only possible thanks to our generous 
supporters, partners, and volunteers! We 
especially thank these bookstores, schools, 
and individuals who ran book drives for 
CLiF this year:

 ➣ Bear Pond Books (Montpelier, VT), 
Bridgeside Books (Waterbury, VT), 
Ebenezer Books (Johnson, VT), 
Flying Pig Bookstore (Shelburne, VT), 
Norwich Bookstore (Norwich, VT), 
Toadstool Bookstore (Keene, NH), and 
Yankee Bookshop (Woodstock, VT) 
ran book drives and provided in-kind 
donations for CLiF book giveaways! 

 ➣ Students at Ross A. Lurgio Middle 
School in Bedford, NH collected 
50 boxes of books for CLiF giveaways 
during their March book drive; 
Members of Stowe High School’s 
National Honor Society purchased 
children’s books for CLiF at a generous 
discount at Bear Pond Books in Stowe. 

Students from Ross A. Lurgio Middle School  
in Bedford, NH pack up books gathered 

during their book drive.

 ➣ Children’s book authors and illustra-
tors Jason Chin*, Katherine Paterson*, 
Karlin Gray, Rebecca Upjohn, and 
Kate Hannigan donated books to 
CLiF this year! (*CLiF Presenters)

Thank you to everyone who donated books 
and time this year to spread the joy of reading! 
Interested in running a CLiF book drive 
at your store, organization, school, or 
party? Contact Erika at communications@
clifonline.org or (802) 244-0944.

Some of those children, many of whom 
had few or no books previously, now have 
a library of books from CLiF. 

CLiF’s long-term partnerships in the 
men’s prisons in Concord, NH and Berlin, 
NH, and the women’s prison in South 
Burlington, VT, are projected to serve 
more than 500 inmates and almost 1,500 
children in 2017. Said one inmate in Berlin, 
“the seminars are a light in a dark place.”

CLiF’s At-Risk Children grant provides 
a storytelling presentation, a book 

giveaway, up to $2,000 in new books, 
and an optional parent literacy 

discussion. This spring, most of our 
At-Risk partners chose to highlight 

the importance of literacy by hosting 
literacy discussions for parents and 
other adults, including home-based 
caregivers. Duncan hosted a literacy 

discussion for caregivers who 
participate in the Greater Burlington 

YMCA Early Learning Readiness 
Program, which seeks to close the 

achievement gap by modeling learning 
activities for home-based caregivers 

serving children ages 0-5. Duncan spoke 
about the importance of reading with 
children and strategies for those who 

may not have strong literacy or English 
language skills. Manchester, NH’s 

Families in Transition, which provides 
housing and services to families who 
are homeless or at risk of becoming 
homeless, received CLiF’s At-Risk 

Children grant this spring. According to 
Program Manager Katelyn Gagnon, the 
discussion “was able to convey to parents 

that reading with children doesn’t just 
mean that you have to read the words on 

the page. Parents can engage their children 
in different ways during story times that 

promote learning and building the parent/
child relationship. We also loved that it 

was a family event, something for both the 
parents and the children that would really 

promote bringing the family together.”

engaging Parents 
and Caregivers 
Through Books

Children from the Greater Burlington  
YMCA’s Early Learning Program  

choose new books to keep.

Duncan models storytelling for inmates at the 
New Hampshire State Prison for Men  

in Concord, NH.



Children’s Literacy Foundation  •  1536 Loomis Hill Road  •  Waterbury Center,  VT 05677page 6

News from CLiF’s extended Family
CLiF welcomes new presenters John and 
Jennifer Churchman, author/illustra-
tors of the Sweet Pea & Friends picture 

book series, 
which includes 
New York Times 
bestselling book 
The Sheepover; 
Carolyn 
Scoppettone, 
author of HOLD 
THIS!, which 

received a Moonbeam silver medal; and 
Ashley Wolff, illustrator of more than 65 
books and author/illustrator of the Baby 
Bear series. Welcome to the CLiF team!

Terry Farish’s picture book Luis 
Paints the World (illustrated by Oliver 
Dominguez) which tells the story of a 

young Dominican-American brother 
of a deployed soldier, was named “A 
Best Book of the Year” by the Bank 
Street College of Education. Her book 
Joseph’s Big Ride, about a boy from South 
Sudan, (illustrated by Ken Daley) was 
named a Best Book for Kids and Teens 

by the Canadian 
Children’s Book 
Center. 

Leda Schubert’s 
picture book 
biography of folk 
singer Pete Seeger, 
Listen: How Pete 
Seeger Got America 

Singing (illustrated by Raúl Colón) is 
released in June by Roaring Brook Press. 

Summer Readers: 
Summer At Last!

Youth and Families, says, “The wonderful 
CLiF storytellers give foster parents and children 
a chance to relax and have fun together… while 
at the same time providing the opportunity to 
learn about the importance of literacy. The free 
books from CLiF encourage reading at home.” 

CLiF presenters will see familiar faces this 
summer as we revisit summer programs 
that are longstanding summer partners, 
and we’ll also welcome an exciting group 
of new summer programs to the CLiF 
network. CLiF will once again pay a visit 
to our wonderful summer partners at the 

Fletcher Free Library in Burlington, VT.  
The library is also a summer meal site 
where children can receive a free lunch, 
and the CLiF event will promote our 
commitment to working with hunger 
relief organizations to identify and serve 
summer meal sites across VT and NH. 
We’ll also add new Summer Readers 
partners, such as the Tapestry program in 
West Rutland, Vermont to the schedule 
this year. With an exciting mix of old and 
new partners, we’ll continue our mission 
to combat the summer slide and keep 
kids reading over the summer.  

Simon Brooks’ collection 
of folk and fairy tales, 
Under the Oaken Bough, 
(illustrated by Rob 
Brookes) is forthcoming in 
late 2017. It is a collection 
of 19 tales, some favorites 

and some lesser-known stories, retold in 
Simon’s slightly irreverant style.

Erin Moulton’s Young Adult novel 
Keepers of the Labyrinth was nominated 
for an Isinglass Teen Reader Award. 
Her novel Chasing The Milky Way was 
nominated as a Young Hoosier Nominee 

for the state of Indiana.

Lynda Graham-Barber’s 
15th children’s book, 
Cookie’s Fortune, will be 
published in Fall 2017. 

Many schools won’t end the school 
year until mid-June due to snow days 
this winter, but CLiF is ready to kick-
off another summer jam-packed with 
professional storytelling visits and free 
book giveaways as soon as that last bell 
rings. Our hardworking presenters will be 
traveling to every corner of Vermont and 
New Hampshire to visit libraries, summer 
school programs, summer meal sites, 
camps, parks and recreation programs, 
and a variety of other summer programs 
serving low-income and at-risk children.  

Last year CLiF hosted 120 storytelling 
sessions for kids at risk of experiencing 
summer slide and we gave away $157,000 
in free books! CLiF is striving for another 
record-breaking year of attendance at 
Summer Readers events and our goal is to 
bring stories and free books to over 8,000 
children during the upcoming summer.  

Duncan kicked off the Summer Readers 
schedule with a visit to the NH Foster 
Parent Association’s annual family 
celebration. Linda Deneau, a resource 
worker with the NH Division of Children, 

Summer Readers at Paul Smith School in Franklin, NH are excited to dig into their new books!



Richford

CLiF Sponsorships (January – December 2017)
Since 1998 CLiF has served 200,000 children in more than 400 towns across New Hampshire 
and Vermont. Through six programs—and with the partnership of more than 50 professional 
authors, illustrators, poets, storytellers and graphic novelists—CLiF inspires low-income, at-risk, 
and rural children to love reading and writing.

CLiF provides literacy programs and new books to: children of prison inmates; migrant and refugee 
children; children who live in shelters and low-income housing; and children served by bookmobiles, 
Head Start, Boys & Girls Clubs, and other social service organizations. CLiF sponsors rural 
libraries, elementary schools, prisons, and provides programs to dozens of other sites that serve 
children.  

Rural Libraries 
Cabot Public Library’s bookmobile—
powered by high school students—
begins this spring. Once a week, high 
school students will visit 3 day care 
centers, exchange books, and read 
stories.

Year of the Book 
“Epic Outdoor Installation Day” at 
Waits River Valley School includes 
music, art, theater, and literature 
themes and an outdoor evening 
production of a Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.

Year of the Book 
Momentum 
South Royalton School’s K-12th 
graders met with Linda Urban. A 
6th grader said: “She’s my favorite 
author visit so far because it felt like 
she was talking right to me. I think 
she really gets us.”

Children of  
Prison Inmates 
In celebration of Valentine’s Day, 
Author Elizabeth Bluemle lead a 
family storytelling event and book 
giveaway for women involved in 
the Kids A Part program at the 
women’s correctional facility in 
South Burlington, VT.

At-Risk Children 
Storyteller Duncan McDougall 
led a parent literacy discussion, 
family storytelling presentation, 
and free book giveaway for 
children and families at the 
Upper Valley Haven in White 
River Jct., VT. The Upper Valley 
Haven is a nonprofit that serves 
people struggling with poverty.

Summer Readers 
In the Summer of 2017, CLiF 
will visit Our Community 

Cares Camp in Richmond, 
VT for the 8th straight 
summer in a row. The 
mission of this program 
is to provide summer 

meals and enrichment 
programming for children 

who may not otherwise have a 
summer camp experience.
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here are just a few examples 
of recent programs within 
each type of sponsorship:

At-Risk  
Children

Children of 
Prison Inmates

Rural  
Libraries 

Summer 
Readers

Year of  
the Book

Year of the Book 
Momentum

Community 
Building Grant

Legend
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Note from a young CLiF reader and writer

A young reader at 
Flynn Elementary 
School in 
Burlington, VT 
shows her new 
book choices.

When you’re done,

please share this

newsletter with a friend!


