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journey,” Duncan shared with an audi-
ence of K-6th graders at Newport Town 
Elementary School in Newport Center, 
VT. The cafeteria was quiet as the 
students listened attentively to the story 
of Duncan’s recent adventures on safari 
in Tanzania; “I got so close to one lion that I 
could see the whiskers twitch on his nose.” The 
audience’s eyes grew wide, imagining. 

Duncan asked if anyone could guess how 
he traveled all of the way from Vermont 
to Tanzania. Hands shot up. “A plane?”, 
“The red CLiFmobile?”, children eagerly 
guessed. “Good guesses,” Duncan replied 
as he reached for a book from the table 
behind him, “but believe it or not, I travelled 
all of the way across the Atlantic Ocean to 
Tanzania just by reading this book.” A wave 
of understanding swept the room, and at 
that moment, possibilities became endless.

In September, we kicked off CLiF Year 
of the Book in eight schools throughout 
Vermont and New Hampshire. The 
four New Hampshire schools receiv-
ing a year-long grant are Groveton 
Elementary School, Paul Smith School 
in Franklin, Richards Elementary 
School in Newport, and Wentworth 
Elementary School. The four Vermont 
schools are Central Elementary School 
in Bellows Falls, Lothrop Elementary 
School in Pittsford, Newport Town 
School in Newport Center, and South 
Royalton School.  

CLiF Year of the Book sponsorships 
provide $25,000 in literacy programs, 
events, support, professional develop-
ment, and new books to each school. It 
includes writing workshops and author 
visits with CLiF presenters, $2,000 worth 
of new books for the public and school 

libraries, and up to 10 new books for 
each student to choose and keep.   

Kate Kane, the librarian at Central School 
in Bellows Falls, VT, said, “My dream for 
the CLiF Year of the Book at Central School 
is that our students will see and value the 
worlds that literature can open for them, and 
the joy of disappearing into a good book!” 

Many of the schools that CLiF Year of 
the Book sponsors face major challenges: 
reduced budgets, smaller staffs, and 
growing need among families struggling 
with unemployment, transportation, 
hunger, and housing limitations. More 
than half of the students qualify for free 

Children at Central Elementary School in Bellows Falls, VT get hooked on reading at a  
CLiF Year of the Book kick-off event.
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Who’s WhoThe CLiF Recipe
It’s nearly Thanksgiving, and do we have a perfect recipe to share with you this holiday 
season!  This dish serves quite a crowd, and helping to cook it up leaves everyone 
feeling warm and satisfied:

 ➣ Take one great idea, such as a non-profit that provides hundreds of inspiring literacy 
events with professional authors, illustrators, storytellers, and poets; thousands of 
high-quality new children’s books; and a wide range of other literacy support to low-
income, at-risk, and rural children in every corner of New Hampshire and Vermont.

 ➣ Thicken the mixture and gradually stir in several powerful programs that 
serve needy groups including children in shelters and low-income housing, 
refugee children, foster children, children of inmates, and many others.

 ➣ Season the ingredients for almost 18 years so that organization’s staff, Board members 
and program presenters become skilled and experienced in their various roles.

 ➣ Fold in program partnerships with dozens of local organizations to expand the 
reach and scope of the work.

 ➣ Let it rise with a generous helping of donations and grants from more than 650 
families, individuals, foundations, businesses, and a heaping handful of Rotary 
clubs, churches, Brownie Troops and other social organizations.

 ➣ Don’t let stand for a minute.  Keep things hopping with new ideas on ways to 
reach the children who need the most help.  

 ➣ Scoop up a particularly generous helping of services into rural communities 
where such dishes are hard to come by.   

Has served more than 175,000 young readers and writers thus far. Changes lives. 
Helps open doors for a new generation. 

Please note:  This recipe requires patience, humor, love, cooperation and dedication, 
and its most important ingredient is you. Thanks for helping CLiF stir things up!

Duncan McDougall
CLiF Executive Director
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Duncan sharing his love of literacy at the CLiF Year of the Book kickoff in Franklin, NH

Love getting updates from CLiF and seeing 
our happy young readers and writers?

Subscribe to our e-newsletter for great 
stories and pictures. You’ll hear from us 

once a month, and we’ll never share your 
e-mail address.

And check out our blog for up-to-the-
minute stories, news, trends in literacy, 

parenting topics, book recommendations, 
and more, posted by a roster of staff and 

guest bloggers.

Subscribe to e-news and blog:  
www.clifonline.org

Like us: www.facebook.com/cliforg

Follow us: @cliforg

Pin us: www.pinterest.com/cliforg

Let’s Stay In Touch!



Record-Breaking Year for Summer Readers
It was an exciting year for CLiF’s Summer 
Readers program as our dedicated CLiF 
presenters visited a record number of 
summer programs across Vermont and 
New Hampshire. From Colebrook, NH 
to Bennington, VT, CLiF presenters 
crisscrossed the two states and brought 
storytelling events and book giveaways 
to 81 different summer programs, a 58% 
increase in the number of program sites 
since last summer. Through presenta-
tions at summer camps, libraries, summer 
school programs, parks and rec. programs, 
and summer meal sites, over 5,400 chil-
dren were inspired to embrace summer 
reading starting with two brand new 
books they received from CLiF.  

On a beautiful day just shy of the Fourth 
of July, Duncan parked the CLiFmobile 
at Gardiner Park in Newport, VT and 
set up for CLiF’s first visit to a summer 
food truck. The Lunchbox Food Truck 
is a mobile commercial kitchen that 
serves free summer meals to kids across 
the Northeast Kingdom. Forty happy 
kids received a made-to-order lunch 
from fresh local ingredients, along with a 
healthy side of summer reading.      

CLiF presenter Simon Brooks visited 
another new Summer Readers site 
at the Women Infants and Children 
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Simon Brooks presents to a group of Summer Readers in Manchester, NH.

The Great Escape
(continued from page 1)

Six New CLiF Advisors

or reduced lunch and score below state 
standards in reading and writing.

The books that they will get to keep can provide 
a deeply meaningful experience,” says Kane, 
“First, they will provide a window through which 
students can view a world that may be very differ-
ent from their own, and second, they will provide 
a type of enjoyment and escape that students 
may not be accustomed to finding at home.” 

Nutrition Program (WIC) coordinated 
by the Goodwin Community Health 
Center in Somersworth, NH. WIC is a 
nutrition program offering a variety of 
health supports to pregnant women and 
children birth to age five. Parents can 
build a library of board books and picture 
books for their young children giving 
them a great start to a lifetime of summer 
reading.  

Thank you to all of our Summer Readers 
partners who bring their energy, enthusiasm, 
and dedication to the children they serve.  
We look forward to seeing you in 2016!

CLiF’s Board of Advisors is an energetic group of volun-
teers with deep experience in areas related to CLiF’s 
work. They serve as our sounding board, provide creative 
input and feedback on our programs, and help us stay up 
to date on the latest ideas in their fields.

CLiF has begun serving a much broader range of children 
and families in recent years. To help us stay on the 
cutting edge, we’re delighted to add six new Advisors 
who bring valuable experience and insights on our 
expanding clientel: 

Jess Kell
Kids-A-Part Coordinator, Chittenden Regional 
Correctional Facility, Burlington, VT

Julia Rogers
Former CLiF Program Manager
Director, EnRoute Consulting, Stowe, VT

CLiF Board of Advisors meet with staff in October. Top row (left to right): Michele 
Tine, Jess Kell, Mary White, Ann Hoey, Patricia Cantor, Meredith Scott, Doug 
Hemmings. Bottom row: Bruce Johnson, Jane Knight, Julia Rogers, Jana Brown

Pat Cantor 
Chair, Department of Early Childhood Studies, 
Plymouth State University, Plymouth, NH

Sharon Colvin
Youth Services Consultant,  
Vermont Department of Libraries

Doug Hemmings
Community & Social Services Coordinator, 
Highgate Apartments, Barre, VT

Mary White
Director, Howe Library,  
Hanover, NH
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This school year CLiF is partnering with 
the Laraway School in Johnson, VT as 
part of CLiF’s newest grant program, the 
CLiF Choice grant. The CLiF Choice 
grant offers new opportunities for 
expanded partnerships, creative literacy 
programming, and a testing ground for 
innovative initiatives.  

Laraway is an alternative school for 
students K-Grade 12 that offers highly 
specialized education, therapeutic, and 
behavioral support programs for the 
school’s students and families. The 
school’s mission centers on providing 
opportunities for children and families 
to recognize individual strengths and 
supporting them to grow and contribute 
to their communities.

CLiF’s partnership with Laraway will 
provide specially tailored literacy 
programming for the entire student 
population, using CLiF’s Year of the 
Book programming framework as a 

successful model. By adapting this model 
to Laraway’s unique student population 
and particular needs, CLiF aims to inspire 
a sense of community around literacy and 
spark student’s interest in reading and 
writing.  

Julie Landry, Laraway’s Director of 
Educational Services, also shares this 
vision: “Laraway School is committed to 
increasing literacy opportunities for our youth 
and the partnership with CLiF has enhanced 
those opportunities —book giveaways, author 
visits, family literacy events are all in our plans 
this year due to our collaboration and grant 
support from CLiF.”

Evidence of this change was already 
apparent at CLiF’s Summer Readers 
event at Laraway. A hesitant young 
student arrived at the event stating that 
she didn’t like books or reading. At the 
end of Duncan’s storytelling presentation 
that same student was the first in line, 
eager to choose her new books.  

Laraway students become  
CLiF Summer Readers

Honoring Loved Ones While They’re Here

CLiF frequently receives generous donations from people in 
honor or in memory of special individuals in their lives. This 
year one such gift was close to home. Willa McDougall, mother 
of CLiF’s founder Duncan, turned 85. Sandy McDougall, 
Duncan’s sister, decided to use CLiF to help mark the special day. 

CLiF: When did your inspiration arrive?
One day I was thinking about my mother’s upcoming 85th 
birthday. My mother is a bright light. She has done so much for 

so many. Once someone passes on, people often contribute to 
worthy causes in their honor but we rarely make such a gesture 
when they are alive. The person is no longer with us and cannot 
appreciate our gestures of love. Why do we wait?

CLiF: What did you decide to do?
I said ‘Let’s ask our mother’s close friends and family if they 
would like to show their love for her NOW, while she can still 
enjoy their gestures.’ I love CLiF and its work with low-income 
and at-risk kids. I love my mother and so do her friends and 
family. It was a no-brainer. We set a target of $8,500 —$100 for 
every year of her life. We spread the word. Soon, 60 people made 
donations and we met our goal!

CLiF: How were those funds used?
CLiF sponsored the rural community of Westfield, Vermont 
and provided a year of support including books for the public 
and school libraries, and storytelling events and new books for 
all the children in town. CLiF also donated new books in our 
mother’s name to an additional 1,000 children in other towns. 
Last month, with family around her, my mother attended a 
CLiF presentation in Westfield. She loved the event and meeting 
all the kids. Through CLiF’s work, we’re touching the future of 
so many young lives in her name. I’m glad we didn’t wait!

Willa McDougall enjoyed celebrating her birthday in Westfield  
and talking with many of the students

Developing a Community of Literacy 
at the Laraway School

The goal of this partnership is to create 
many more moments like these and 
to help students develop a love of 
reading. Katherine Stamper, Laraway’s 
Development Director, states “More 
books, more special events, more visiting 
readers and books to TAKE HOME could 
change the hesitant relationship some of our 
students have with reading.”   
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New Beginnings
This fall was a bittersweet time for CLiF as 
we sadly said ‘good-bye’ to two wonder-
ful staff members, Katie Titterton and 
Gretchen Stern, and welcomed two new 
staff members aboard, Tracy Goldfine and 
Stephanie Kucinskas.  

As CLiF’s Communications Director, 
Katie led our transition to a new CRM 
system, strengthened CLiF’s outreach 
materials, and enhanced our social media 
presence. Gretchen helped establish many 
effective internal systems that improved 
our operational efficiency, had a regular 
column and wrote for our blog. The full 
list of their contributions to CLiF is long, 
and Katie and Gretchen will be missed.

Tracy is CLiF’s new Communications 
Manager, and will work to strengthen and 
grow CLiF’s relationships with friends, 
supporters, and the media, and to keep 
CLiF partners and the public up-to-date 
on all CLiF’s happenings.  Tracy graduated 
from the University of Vermont with a 
degree in Business, and has since worked 

in marketing, publishing, and in the 
nonprofit field. She lives in Stowe, VT 
with her husband and two children.  

Luckily for CLiF, back in June, Stephanie 
responded to our call for weekly summer 
volunteers. She is now our Office/Data 
Manager, where she intends to put her 
background in market research to good 
use. A graduate of Drake University 
with a degree in Journalism and Mass 
Communication, Stephanie worked in 
multiple New York-based entertain-
ment media companies before moving to 
Vermont in 2012. She lives in Montpelier 
with her husband and daughter.

CLiF Library Conference: 
Understanding Your Community
On Friday September 18th, CLiF 
welcomed 102 librarians from 80 
towns throughout Vermont and New 
Hampshire to celebrate the back-to-
school season at the 9th CLiF Rural 
Libraries Conference at the Hotel 
Coolidge in White River Junction, VT.

The conference provided learning and 
networking opportunities for rural 

The conversation centered on 
“Understanding Your Community.” 
The Aspen Institute’s report Rising to the 
Challenge: Re-envisioning Public Libraries 
argues that libraries are key to helping 
communities move forward in a complex 
and changing world.

During lunch, Terry Farish presented 
her personal journey from librarian to 
oral historian, author, and advocate. 
Her young adult novel The Good Braider 
tackles the issues that a refugee girl from 
Sudan faces while living in Maine. Her 
forthcoming children’s book and recently 
released young adult novel Either the 
Beginning or the End of the World also deal 
with how children and young adults 
process the refugee experience.

Books and stories are bridges between 
people and communities. CLiF thanks 
all of our partners, presenters, support-
ers, and volunteers for their efforts to 
improve our world locally, nationally, 
and internationally through sharing 
CLiF’s mission to nurture a love of 
reading and writing in children.

librarians across the Twin States. The 
day was packed with stimulating panel 
discussions on expanding collections, 
connecting with younger patrons, and 
building community connections. All 
conference attendees contributed to an 
important dialogue on how to continue 
as trusted members of the community, 
even with limited staff and resources. 

Panelist Marita Bathe-Schine shared new ideas at the CLiF Rural Libraries Conference.

Stephanie Kucinskas and Tracy Goldfine

Can you imagine what your life 
would be like if your childhood 

lacked books and opportunities to 
read and write?

If children’s literacy is among your 
priorities, please consider including 
CLiF in your legacy plans. Your 
lasting support will help uplift thou-
sands of young readers and writers 
for decades to come.

To learn more 
about planned 
giving opportuni-
ties, contact 
Duncan at  
802-244-0944 
or clif@
clifonline.org. 
Thank you.

Your Legacy 
with CLiF 
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News from CLiF’s Extended Family
Sy Montgomery’s newest title for adults, 
The Soul of an Octopus: A Surprising 
Exploration into the Wonder of Consciousness, 
is one of 10 books long-listed for the 
National Book Award for nonfiction.

Ted Scheu’s 
poem will appear 
in National 
Geographic Book 
of Nature Poetry, 
published in 
October, 2015 
by National 
Geographic.

Help! I’m an Alien! written by Jo Franklin, 
and illustrated by CLiF presenter, Marty 
Kelley, hits bookstores in November, 2015.

Galvanized - New and Selected Poems, Leland 
Kinsey’s eighth book, will be released by 
Green Writers Press in March 2016.

Geof Hewitt and Verandah Porche 
were two of four recipients of the first 
Ellen McCulloch-Lovell Award in Arts 
Education presented by the Vermont Arts 
Council to honor teaching artists who 
have made a difference in Vermont.

A South African theatrical production of 
The Revealers, a middle-school novel by 
author Doug Wilhelm, was recently nomi-
nated for a Naledi Award, South Africa’s 
top theatrical honor, in the category “Best 
Production for Young Audiences.” 

Kathy Brodsky 
published her 
9th book in her 
picture book 
collection, High 
Wire Act, a story 
about a traffic light 
blown from its 

corner and into adventures. 

Inmates Talk About CLiF’s Work
CLiF’s Children of Inmates program is completing its second year at the New 
Hampshire State Prison for Men in Concord where we have worked with almost 500 
inmates who are fathers. The program provides: seminars that encourage and help 
inmates read with their kids; a children’s library in the family visiting room; special 
family storytelling events; new books inmates can send home; and the opportunity for 
inmates to record children’s books on CDs or MP3s and send the books and recordings 
home to their children.

At a recent seminar we asked inmates to anonymously complete questionnaires express-
ing the impact of CLiF’s work. Here’s a sample of their responses:

Inmates attend literacy seminar  
in Concord, NH

Have you tried any CLiF reading or 
storytelling techniques with your children? 
Did they work?

“ Now I change voices, ask questions, relate 
material to their lives and slow down. They 
honestly have shown an increased interest in 
reading ever since.”

“ Yes, I made up my own story dialogue and it 
was fun and interesting.”

Have the CLiF seminars helped you be 
more comfortable sharing books with 
your kids?

“ They help me a lot. I have not been a 
confident reader growing up and my parents 
didnt help with reading.”

“ I only started reading after I went to your 
first seminars.”

Has CLiF’s program affected your 
relationship with your children and their 
interest in books and reading?

“ It has been a struggle to get [my son] 
interested in books but this certainly has been 
the leading factor in his turnaround.”

“ It provides intimate family time that was 
missing before. Both my kids and I look 
forward to reading together now.”

Moonlit Stories, a new CD released in 
October by storyteller and CLiF presenter, 
Simon Brooks, contains Brooks’ own 

original stories 
and music. 

John Steven 
Gurney’s first 
graphic novel, 
Fuzzy Baseball, 
will be released 
in May 2016 
by Papercutz. 

Based on her 
Princess KIM children’s books, Maryann 
Cocca-Leffler’s Princess K.I.M. The 
Musical has gone national. Coca-Leffler 
will also release Thanksgiving At The 
Tappletons’ and A Homemade Together 
Christmas this fall. 

Charlie and His Lost Friend, Layne Case’s 
fifth Charlie book, is now available in 
bookstores.

What do you think of the CLiF seminars?

“ Fun! It boost my willingness, awareness, 
about reading to my son.”

“ Very informational. Taught me how to involve 
my children in the story.”

“ This is my first one and defintley won’t be 
the last.”

What have been your children’s reactions 
to their new books?

“ My daughter loves any books I send. 
Especially animal books.”

“They ask me ‘When are they coming?’”

“ My son asks his mother to read him the book 
Daddy sent over all the others that he has.”



Richford

CLiF Sponsorships (June 2015 – July 2016)
Since 1998 CliF has served more than 175,000 children in almost 400 towns across New 
Hampshire and Vermont.  Through six program grants—and with the partnership of more than 50 
professional authors, illustrators, poets, and storytellers—CLiF inspires low-income, at-risk, and rural 
children to love reading and writing.

CLiF provides new books and literacy program support to: children of prison inmates; migrant 
and refugee children; children who live in shelters and low-income housing; and children served by 
bookmobiles, Head Start, Boys & Girls Clubs, and other social service organizations. CLiF annually 
sponsors twelve rural libraries, eight elementary schools, and two prisons, and provides programs to 
dozens of other sites that serve children.  

Rural Libraries 
The Leach Public Library in 
Irasburg, Vermont, in collaboration 
with Green Mountain Farm-to-
School program, will spend the 
$2000 in new books the library 
received through its CLiF grant for 
a new “Farm-to-Story” program.

Year of the Book 
Votes are in! Books Are a Slam 
Dunk! is the Groveton Elementary 
School’s (Groveton, VT) all-school 
winner for their Year of the Book 
theme. The plan includes a “Free 
Throw for Books”, and a visit 
from college basketball players to 
play and read.

At-Risk Children 
Two refugee service 
organizations, Ascentria Care 
Alliance in Concord, NH and 
the International Institute of 
New England in Manchester, 
NH, will each receive a donated 
onsite library, a CLiF event 
which includes a parent seminar, 
storytelling presentation, and a 
book giveaway this fall.

Children of  
Prison Inmates 
Inmates at the Chittenden 
County Regional Correctional 
Facility in South Burlington, VT 
participated in seminars to learn 
strategies for sharing books 
with their children. Mothers 
selected books to send home 
to their kids.

Summer Readers 
CLiF presenter Simon 
Brooks visited the 
Manchester School 

District English 
Language Learners 
Summer Program 
for a storytelling 
presentation and 

book giveaway. Many of 
these students are recent 

immigrants or refugees and did not 
own their own books.
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Here are just a few examples 
of recent programs within 
each type of sponsorship:

At-Risk  
Children

Children of 
Prison Inmates

Legend
Rural  

Libraries 
Summer 
Readers

Year of  
the Book
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Note from a young CLiF reader and writer

Please remember to make 

your year-end gift to CLiF!

Excited young 
readers in the 
northern mill town 
of Groveton, NH




