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Since 1998, CLiF has sponsored more 
than 80% of all rural public libraries in 
New Hampshire and Vermont through 
our Rural Libraries grant. CLiF gives each 
library $2,000 in new books, $500 in new 
books for the school library, books for each 
child to keep, and exciting author visits 
to the local elementary school and local 
library, preschool, or childcare center. 

Last year, CLiF added optional $250 mini-
grants to Rural Libraries recipients. It was 
such a huge hit that we included mini-
grants for all Rural Libraries this year. 

Here are some of the exciting projects 
Rural Libraries are doing:

 ➣ Adventure BackPacks at Milton Free 
Public Library (Milton Mills, NH): 
Library Director Betsy Baker creates 
adventure backpacks for young 

explorers and their families, fully 
stocked with trail maps, guides of local 
flora and fauna, magnifying glasses, 
field notebooks, handouts for fun 
outdoor games and crafts, and book 
lists to continue learning about the 
local wildlife and landscape.

 ➣ Sally’s Music Circle at Salisbury 
Free Public Library (Salisbury, VT): 
Local musician and music store 
owner Rob Zollman brings the 
award-winning “Sally’s Music Circle” 
program to the library and school. 
Children and parents connect through 
singing, reading, and playing. 

 ➣ Literature Circle and Writing Group at 
Libbie Cass Library (Springfield, NH): 
Children’s author and Library 
Director Jennifer Carson organizes a 
group of local homeschooled families 

to learn through reading, writing, and 
hands-on activities. The mini-grant 
provides supplies for the group, and 
helps spruce up the library’s rotating 
educational maker space. 

 ➣ Author’s Chair at Stephenson 
Memorial Library (Greenfield, NH): 
Director Julie Steenson adds a children’s 
Author’s Chair to“spark children’s storytell-
ing, enabling them to expand their creativity 
and emotional awareness, practice communicat-
ing and problem-solving, and make connec-
tions by sharing in the Author’s Chair.”

We’re impressed with all the creative ways 
Rural Libraries are making reading and 
writing even more fun!

Children’s Literacy Foundation  •  1536 Loomis Hill Road  •  Waterbury Center,  VT 05677

CLiF Presenter Phoebe Stone shares her books and illustrations in Groton, VT.
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Who’s WhoCLiF Does a Lot with a Little
CLiF is an extremely efficient nonprofit. We don’t own any real estate or vehicles. 
We don’t own a private jet (although one might come in handy on some of our longer 
trips across New Hampshire and Vermont!). Our most valuable assets are our people —
CLiF’s motivated and energetic staff, Board members, volunteers, presenters, and loyal 
supporters. Thanks to their tireless efforts, CLiF is able to do a lot with a little:

 ➣ CLiF’s lean staff of only five members somehow manages to coordinate 500+ 
inspiring literacy events in 120+ towns each year. This year we welcome Erika 
Nichols-Frazer as our Communications Manager (see p. 4).

 ➣ Ten volunteer members of CLiF’s Board of Directors provide overall leadership 
on CLiF’s strategic planning, financial efficiency, and general oversight. This year 
we welcome Laura Rice and Rick Roesch to our Board (see p. 3).

 ➣ Ten volunteer members of our Board of Advisors bring deep experience in key 
subjects such as literacy, education, schools, prisons, low-income housing, and 
early education. They serve as our program brain trust and help us plan the best 
ways to serve our target population.

 ➣ Three days per week members of our team of beloved volunteers visit the CLiF 
office to help with unpacking, labeling, and sorting thousands of new children’s 
books that flow in and out of our donation library.

 ➣ Our 50+ stellar professional presenters—authors, illustrators, poets, storytellers, 
and graphic novelists—help CLiF provide inspiring literacy programming directly 
to kids throughout NH and VT (see p. 3).

This year more than 550 individuals, businesses, foundations, and social organizations made 
donations to support CLiF’s work. We are proud that fully 84% of the funds we receive go 
directly to support our programs, and with every $25 that is donated, we can help another 
low-income, at-risk, or rural child attend an inspiring event by a professional presenter (e.g., 
author, poet, storyteller) and select two new, high-quality books of their choice to keep.

This giving season, as you consider where you can have the largest impact with your chari-
table donations, we hope you will consider 
supporting CLiF and the tens of thousands of 
deserving young readers and writers we serve. 
We’ll make sure your gift goes a long way. 
Thanks!

Duncan McDougall
CLiF Executive Director
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Duncan shares his love of reading at the CLiF’s Year of the Book kick-off in Williamstown, VT.

Love getting updates from CLiF and seeing 
our happy young readers and writers?

Subscribe to our e-newsletter for great 
stories and pictures. You’ll hear from us 

once a month, and we’ll never share your 
e-mail address.

And check out our blog for up-to-the-
minute stories, news, trends in literacy, 

parenting topics, book recommendations, 
and more, posted by a roster of staff and 

guest bloggers.

Subscribe to e-news and blog:  
www.clifonline.org

Like us: www.facebook.com/cliforg

Follow us: @cliforg

Pin us: www.pinterest.com/cliforg

Let’s Stay In Touch!



Remembering Three CLiF Presenters
CLiF partners with 50+ professional 
children’s book authors, illustrators, 
poets, storytellers, and graphic novelists 
who visit every corner of the Twin 
States on our behalf giving fun, inspiring 
presentations to children about books, 
stories, reading, and writing. We are 
heartbroken that three of our beloved 
CLiF presenters passed away this year:  

David Budbill 

David Budbill was a prolific writer who 
wrote more than 25 works including books 
of poems, plays, novels, children’s books, 
short stories, and opera librettos. He lived 
with his family on a hillside in northern 
Vermont where he cut their wood, grew 
their food, and built their house.

David was a calm, centered presenter with a 
twinkle in his eye. He knew how to connect 
with young writers on areas of mutual 
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interest. After CLiF sent David to work 
with kids in the small town of Roxbury, 
VT, the school’s principal commented:

“Since David’s visit, there’s been an explosion 
of interest in writing at our school. Students 
are writing at home, writing for fun. We’ve 
started an after-school writers’ and illustrators’ 
club… It’s wonderful for students to meet real 
authors of real books.”

Anna Dewdney

Anna was the New York Times bestsell-
ing author of the Llama Llama series of 
children’s books. She had a reputation as 
a stellar presenter and we added her last 
year to our presenter family. Alas, Anna 
became ill and passed away before we had 
the pleasure of working with her.

CLiF is thrilled to welcome Laura 
Rice and Rick Roesch to our Board 

of Directors! Laura brings her extensive 
experience in the nonprofit world working 
with youth and families. Rick has decades 
of experience in international operations 
and is very involved in his community. 

We’re so glad to have their vast experience. 
Welcome, Laura and Rick!

Welcome to  
Rick and Laura

CLiF board members Laura Rice and Rick Roesch.

Leland Kinsey

Leland grew up in a 7th-generation 
Vermont farm family. A true Renaissance 
man, Leland was a logger, dairy farmer, 
Morgan horse trainer, canoe instructor, 
and carpenter, while also publishing eight 
acclaimed books of poetry.  

During 16 years with CLiF, Leland 
conducted dozens of three-day writing 
workshops with kids in small towns 
throughout the north country. Leland 
always got rave reviews from students, 
teachers, and parents. After workshops in 
the northern mill town of Groveton, NH, 
the school’s reading specialist reported: 
“Leland was absolutely phenomenal at getting 
the children to express themselves in their 
poetry. Students couldn’t wait for his daily 
visits. I think that the students, especially some 
of those who are struggling in school, really 
surprised themselves at what they were able to 
create. What a positive experience…!”  

Keeping Up the Momentum  
After the Year of the Book

CLiF’s Year of the Book grant provides 
$25,000 in storytelling presentations and 
author visits, exciting literacy program-
ming, and up to 10 books for each child 
throughout the school year. But then 
what? We wanted to know how we can 
help keep the love of reading and writing 

going long after the Year of the Book. 
Thanks to a grant from the Canaday 
Family Charitable Trust, we hired 
Evergreen Evaluation and Consulting, Inc. 
to conduct an evaluation examining the 
success of past Year of the Book towns in 
maintaining literacy momentum after the 
year is over, and how support for a second 
year could keep the trend going. We 
were excited to learn that 72% surveyed 
said their “school community has been able 
to maintain the positive momentum around 
literacy created by our participation in the CLiF 
Year of the Book grant.” Following this 
study, CLiF will now offer sustainability 
grants of $1,000 to outgoing Year of the 
Book schools to continue author visits, 
book giveaways, mini-grants, classroom or 
library books, or school-wide programs.

CLiF’s Year of the Book inspires a love of 
reading and writing in Richford, VT.
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For the past thirteen years, CLiF has 
partnered with prisons in New Hampshire 
and Vermont for our Children of Prison 
Inmates Program. We provide seminars 
to inmates to give them tips on reading 
with kids, host literacy-themed events 
with books, games, and food for visiting 
families, give exciting storytelling presen-
tations for inmates and their children to 
enjoy together, allow inmates to choose 
new books to write notes in and send to 
their kids, and record inmates reading 
stories on CDs or MP3s and send the 
recordings home so they share the experi-
ence of reading with their children. Here’s 
what some of the participants have to say:

”“ I’m writing to thank you and the Children’s 
Literacy Foundation for the continued 
commitment to bring literacy to children of 
incarcerated parents…My children have been 

CLiF in the Community
Hundreds of literacy events each year keep 
us pretty busy, but we make time to get 
out into the communities we serve and 
spread the word about the importance of 
reading and writing. This fall, CLiF joined 
the Burlington VT Mom’s Blog’s Family 
Fun Day at Sam Mazza’s Farm Market 
in Colchester, VT; was the beneficiary 
of Northfield Savings Bank’s Flying Pig 
running race in Northfield, VT; and 
served up brats and sauerkraut at the Stowe 
Rotary Club’s Oktoberfest in Stowe, VT. 
Not only did each of these events give 
us the chance to chat with community 
members about the work CLiF does, but 
these organizations also generously donated 
a portion of their event’s proceeds to CLiF.

CLiF Helps Inmates Connect to their Kids
the beneficiaries of many, many books thanks 
to your efforts…(We) have enjoyed reading 
them together during phone calls and video 
visits. Sometimes, I record the books on CD 
then send them home so the kids can listen to 
my voice and read along with me...This has 
been a tremendous gift to us. It is the way I 
stay actively involved, connected and continue to 
have a relationship with them.”

”“ Incarceration has created a separation between 
my son and me…We have always been able 
to connect in one way. We both love to read 
and share what we have read with each other. 
I am so lucky to have the Children’s Literacy 
Foundation as a resource...The opportunity to 
be able to pick out and send a book to my son 
and then be able to discuss what he has read is 
priceless. There is nothing quite like the gift of 
a good book! The amazing thing is it is also a 
great way for me to break the ice with him and 
open up a dialog (sic).”

This September, CLiF welcomed new 
Communications Manager Erika Nichols-

Frazer. She is responsible for managing 
CLiF’s outreach, strengthening our rela-
tionships with supporters, partners, and 
the media, and increasing awareness of 

CLiF’s work. Erika graduated from Sarah 
Lawrence College, has spent the past four 
years working in non-profit development, 
and is pursuing a Master’s degree in fiction 

from the Bennington Writing Seminars. 
Originally from Stowe, Erika now lives 

in Waitsfield, VT with her husband, two 
dogs, and six chickens.

Erika Nichols-
Frazer Joins CLiF

Erika Nichols-Frazer reads to Richford students.

CLiF Staffers Jana Brown and Stephanie 
Kucinskas represent CLiF at Burlington VT 

Mom’s Blog’s Annual Family Fun Day.

Inmates at the New Hampshire State Prison for Men write notes in new books  
and CLiF sends them home to their kids.

Can you imagine what your life would be 
like if your childhood lacked books and 

opportunities to read and write?

If children’s literacy is among your 
priorities, please consider including CLiF 
in your legacy plans. Your lasting support 
will help uplift thousands of young readers 

and writers for decades to come. 

To learn more about planned giving 
opportunities, contact Duncan at  

802-244-0944 or clif@clifonline.org. 
Thank you!

Your Legacy  
with CLiF 

”“ For the longest time I was not able to be 
a part of [my] little girl’s life...This book 
helped open the door to a line of communica-
tion…between us… I never thought a book 
could mean so much to a child. CLiF helped 
play an instrument(al) part in me rebuild-
ing my relationship and trust with [my 
daughter]…This foundation can do and has 
done amazing things for incarcerated adults 
and their children and it is my hope that this 
program continues for many years.”
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Why I Give to CLiF: Betsy Tine
Betsy Tine, a retired teacher who lives in 
New London, NH, is one of more than 
550 donors who make CLiF’s work possi-
ble. Besides her loyal financial support, 
perhaps Betsy Tine’s greatest contribution 
to CLiF has been her son Bill, who served 
on CLiF’s Board of Directors for six years, 
most recently as our Chair.

Over the past few years Betsy has made gifts 
that allowed CLiF to sponsor rural public 
libraries in three small New Hampshire 
towns —Marlow, Warren, and Springfield. 
We asked Betsy what motivates her 
to support CLiF and the thousands of 
children and families we serve:

Where did you get your own love of books?

My mother was a librarian and she loved 
nothing more than to share books with 
children. My favorite one she read to me 
was The Secret Garden. I became a teacher 
and I saw first-hand how books nurture 
children and help them go on adventures.

CLiF Donor Betsy Tine

Summer Readers Reaches Over 7,000 Children

CLiF reaches might otherwise not have 
the opportunity to attend these kinds 
of memorable presentations or get such 
wonderful new books. 

What comes to mind when you think of 
CLiF events?

CLiF events are always full of smiling 
faces, laughter, and surprises for the kids. 
And the adults find themselves going 
back to their childhoods too!

CLiF doesn’t take the summer off! This 
summer, CLiF presenters hosted 120 
storytelling sessions for at-risk children at 
more than 100 programs in NH and VT 
and gave away $157,000 in free books!   

CLiF storyteller Simon Brooks kicked 
off the Summer Readers program 
with a storytelling session at the NH 
Foster Parent Association annual family 
celebration. In August, CLiF author 
David Martin hopped a boat to visit 
long-time CLiF partner Camp Mayhew, 
a residential summer camp for at-risk 
boys, at their island site in Bristol, NH. 
CLiF welcomed exciting new partner 
the Manchester Police Athletic League 
in Manchester, NH. The program strives 
to bring police and kids together through 
athletic, academic, and recreational 
opportunities. Simon Brooks visited their 
new facility to tell stories and distribute 
new books for summer reading. 

CLiF also visited all three locations of 
the Greater Burlington YMCA’s Camp 
Koda program. Duncan told stories and 
gave away hundreds of books to 165 kids 

When the dust settled on a busy summer 
season, CLiF served 7,339 kids and kept 
them engaged with stories and reading 
during the summer break. Thank you to 
all our dedicated sponsors and presenters 
who tell fantastic stories, haul many 
boxes of books, and often hit the road 
early in the morning to bring interactive 
storytelling presentations and books to 
kids at risk of experiencing the ‘summer 
slide’ impact on literacy skills.

Summer Readers at Belmont Elementary School show off their new books.

in Burlington, Essex, and St. Albans, VT. 
Sara Robertson-Ryan, Greater Burlington 
YMCA School Age Programs Director, 
says, “The impact of a CLiF visit is both 
immediate and long lasting. The enthusiasm 
of CLiF presenters instantly draws kids in, 
opening entirely new worlds for many of the 
low-income and new American campers the 
Y serves. Being able to leave with two books 
helps ensure that the excitement stirred in each 
child continues long after the CLiF visit.”

You’ve attended some rural library events 
and you’ve seen three CLiF presenters in 
action. What were your impressions?

Well, Duncan is always able to excite 
everybody who attends his presenta-
tions—children and adults alike. I saw 
(Vermont poet) Ted Scheu in Marlow. 
He gave an amazing presentation and the 
kids responded wonderfully in every way! 
And in Warren the kids from kinder-
garten through 7th grade were totally 
captivated the whole time by (Vermont 
author) Jon Voelkl. Jon kept them 
squealing, laughing, and listening intently. 
The teachers too were totally captivated 
and laughing. All three presenters really 
captured the kids’ attention, from the 
littlest ones up to age 12.  

Why are you so motivated to help children 
through CLiF?

Books are a great source of joy, and they 
help children expand their understanding 
of the world around them. The children 
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News from CLiF’s Extended Family
Maryann Cocca-Leffler’s new book, Janine 
and the Field Day Finish, is the sequel to 
her book Janine. Both books are inspired 

by the author’s 
daughter Janine, 
who always 
focused on the 
positive in life 
while growing 
up with disabili-
ties. Together 
Maryann and 

Janine created www.janinesparty.com 
with a mission to help change public 
perception of children with disabilities and 
increase awareness and acceptance. 

CLiF Advisor Pat Cantor and Mary 
Cornish’s book, Techwise Infant and 
Toddler Teachers: Making Sense of Screen 
Media for Children Under 3, was recently 
released by Information Age Publishing.

Jason Chin’s new book, Grand Canyon, 
will be released by Roaring Brook Press 
in February 2017. This fall Jason presented 
at the Book Fest @ Bank Street in New 
York City and the Swiacki Children’s 
Literature Festival in Framingham, MA.

Liza Woodruff’s debut author-illustrated 
book, Emerson Barks, was released in 

August 2016. 
She’ll Be Coming 
Up the Mountain, 
by author Kim 
Norman, illustrated 
by Liza Woodruff, 
was published in 
October 2016.

Sy Montgomery received the 2016 New 
England Book Award in non-fiction for The 
Soul of an Octopus. She generously donated 
her $250 prize to CLiF. Thanks, Sy!

CLiF Partners with WIC Programs to 
Promote Early Literacy

Children and families in Winooski listen to 
a CLiF storytelling session as part of the 

Burlington District WIC Program’s  
At-Risk Children grant.

elementary school. The WIC program 
partnered with the Somersworth Early 
Childhood Coalition to promote 
the CLiF event and emphasize the 
importance of nutrition, literacy, and 
school readiness. CLiF presenter Kathy 
Brodsky conducted a literacy seminar 
for parents to promote the importance 
of reading with children and to offer 
strategies for sharing books at home. 
Following the seminar, Kathy shared 
her own books as part of an interactive 
storytelling presentation for the whole 
family. Each child who attended the 
event was able to select two brand new 
books to take home and keep. The 
program also received $2,000 worth of 
new, library-quality books to use for 
programming and in their clinic waiting 
rooms. WIC Director Riona Corr said, 
“Parents learned vital techniques to incorporate 
reading in their homes and how to better 
storytime with their little ones. I am so happy 
to have had the opportunity to work with 
CLiF for one of our largest storytime events!” 

Later in the fall, Duncan McDougall 
hosted a parent seminar and storytelling 
event in Winooski, VT for children and 
families served by the Burlington District 
Office WIC program. This program is 
unique in that it serves a very diverse 
population of families, including many 
new Americans and English language 
learners. Interpreters translated the 
presentation into four languages. The 
WIC program’s goal for this partnership 
is to “foster a learning environment for at-risk 
families so they can increase their literacy skills 
in a comfortable and fun setting.”

Marty Kelley illustrated Santa’s Underwear, 
by Marty Rhodes Figley, published in 
August 2016.

Dianalee Velie was named Poet Laureate 
of Newbury, NH. Her new book of 

poems, Ever After, 
chronicles what 
happened to fairy 
tale favorites after 
the fairy tales 
ended.

J&P Voelkel, authors 
of the Jaguar Stones 
series, presented at 

a CLiF community event and free book 
giveaway in Lunenburg, Vermont in 
October. Check out www.jaguarstones.com 
for their updated lesson plan, now including 
Jaguar Stones, Book 4, The Lost City—
featuring the ancient American city of 
Cahokia in Illinois.

CLiF recognizes the critical importance 
of serving children with high-quality 
programming during the years from birth 
to five, and this fall we are partnering 
with WIC programs in both NH and VT 
through CLiF’s At-Risk Children grant. 
WIC is a federal program with a mission 
to safeguard the health of low-income 
women, infants, and children up to age 
five who are at nutritional risk. WIC 
programs in VT and NH offer healthy 
food, nutrition education, and referrals 
to health and other social services. WIC 
programs are an ideal partner for CLiF 
because the years between birth and 
kindergarten are a crucial period for both 
brain development and literacy skills. It 
is never too early to encourage children 
to develop healthy habits and a love of 
reading! 

The Goodwin Community Health 
Center WIC program in Somersworth, 
NH hosted a well-attended CLiF 
literacy event on October 1st at a local 



Richford

CLiF Sponsorships (January – December 2016)
Since 1998 CLiF has served nearly 200,000 children in more than 400 towns across New 
Hampshire and Vermont. Through five programs—and with the partnership of more than 
50 professional authors, illustrators, poets, storytellers and graphic novelists—CLiF inspires 
low-income, at-risk, and rural children to love reading and writing.

CLiF provides new books and literacy program support to: children of prison inmates; migrant 
and refugee children; children who live in shelters and low-income housing; and children served 
by bookmobiles, Head Start, Boys & Girls Clubs, and other social service organizations. CLiF 
sponsors rural libraries, elementary schools, prisons, and provides programs to dozens of other sites 
that serve children.  

Rural Libraries 

Seventy-five preschoolers and 
caregivers from local childcare 
centers enjoyed fun songs and 
stories and each child got two new 
books to keep at a Rural Library 
event at the Stephenson Memorial 
Library in Greenfield, NH.

Year of the Book 

Marlboro School is creating free 
mini-libraries throughout the town 
of Marlboro, VT to encourage 
town-wide reading.

Children of  
Prison Inmates 

In December, CLiF will conclude 
a year-long partnership with the 
Family Connections Center at 
the Northern NH Correctional 
Facility in Berlin, NH. As part 
of this grant, inmates have 
participated in four interactive 
reading seminars, mailed 
thousands of books home to 
their children, and enjoyed family 
storytelling events.

Summer Readers 

Author Sarah Stewart Taylor 
visited the Green Mountain 
Camp in Dummerston, VT. The 
camp was founded in 1917 and 
is still an old-fashioned summer 
camp created as a place for girls 
to be empowered to believe in 
themselves and their ability to 
make a difference in the world.

At-Risk Children 

CLiF’s recent visit to the 
Boys & Girls Club of 
Suncook, NH brought 

storytelling and free 
books to brighten a 
day off from school 
for 140 students in the 

afterschool program.  
Storyteller Simon Brooks 

hosted a morning filled with 
stories, books, and laughs.
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Here are just a few examples 
of recent programs within 
each type of sponsorship:

At-Risk  
Children

Children of 
Prison Inmates

Legend
Rural  

Libraries 
Summer 
Readers

Year of  
the Book
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Note from a young CLiF reader and writer

Please remember to make 

your year-end gift to CLiF!

A young reader 
in Richford, VT is 
excited to bring 
her new book 
home to keep.


