
N E W S WINTER
2017/2018

Children’s Literacy Foundation (CLiF)

Nurturing a love of reading and writing among low-income, at-risk 
and rural children throughout New Hampshire and Vermont

A Tale of Two Cities: CLiF in 
Bennington, VT and Nashua, NH 

What’s Inside
Vol. 19, No. 2

Celebrating CLiF’s First 20 Years! ... 2

CLiF Loves Libraries! ......................... 3

Building Confidence:  
CLiF’s Rural Libraries Conference ... 3

Stories Let Kids Be Kids .................... 4

Making a Difference in Honor of 
Loved Ones: CLiF Donor Stories ..... 4

A Gift Across Generations ................ 5

Welcome New Board Members ....... 5

CLiF Presenters Inspire Young 
Readers and Writers .......................... 6

News from CLiF’s  
Extended Family ................................. 6

CLiF Sponsorships .............................. 7
CLiF is literally all over the map (see 
p. 7)! CLiF presenters travel to nearly 
every community in VT and NH serving 
low-income, at-risk, and rural kids. In 
2017, we brought stories, books, and 
high-quality literacy programming to  
150 towns! Our programs are designed to 
have a lasting impact on the communities 
we serve. Here’s a spotlight on two towns 
where CLiF has really made a difference.

Bennington, Vermont
In a town where one in three children is 
born into poverty, many kids have been 
inspired by CLiF’s authors, illustrators, 
storytellers, poets, and literacy events, and 
now have a collection of their own books. 

Last year, Bennington Elementary School 
received CLiF’s Year of the Book grant 
to bring professional presenters, family 
literacy events, and a flood of new books 
to the school, library, and children. 
Students learned how to make their own 

books and told their family stories in a 
six-day workshop with author Natalie 
Kinsey-Warnock. This year, that grant 
was given to neighboring Molly Stark 
Elementary School, whose goal is to 
“create lifelong readers.” 

CLiF’s Community Building Grant 
helped launch a “1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten” initiative in Bennington 
last year, and CLiF author Marv Klassen-
Landis visited the Bennington Free 
Library and Bennington Early Childhood 
Center for our Summer Readers program.

Librarian Linda Donigan said: “What 
a great program! The fact that 130 people 
attended the [Summer Readers] event is proof 
that the community needs these experiences & 
in turn appreciates them…CLiF has helped 
Bennington ‘build a better world.’ ”

Nashua, New Hampshire
In the past year alone, CLiF has brought 
literacy programs to Nashua through our 
At-Risk Children, Summer Readers, and 
Year of the Book programs. CLiF authors 
Kathy Brodsky and Marty Kelley told 

stories and gave away books to kids this 
spring and summer at the Nashua Soup 
Kitchen & Shelter, the YMCA and the 
Boys & Girls Club of Greater Nashua. 
CLiF’s Year of the Book grant brings a 
culture of literacy to Dr. Norman Crisp 
Elementary School, which is holding 
events such as a writers’ workshop 
with poet Ted Scheu, a family literacy 
celebration, and international food night, 
in addition to new books for the school 
and library and ten new books for each 
child to choose and keep. 

Library Media Specialist Danno Hynes 
of Dr. Crisp School said: “Learning that 
we had received this grant was certainly an 
exciting moment in our school. The official 
kickoff event has energized and excited our 
students and staff around the promise of author 
visits, workshops and books for the home that 
will occur throughout the school year ahead!”
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CLiF Presenter Marilyn Taylor McDowell 
launches “1,000 Books Before 

Kindergarten” at Bennington Free Library.

CLiF Presenter Marty Kelley brings stories to life  
at the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Nashua.
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Who’s WhoCelebrating CLiF’s First 20 Years!
175,000 hours. 7,300 days. 20 years. That’s how long the Children’s Literacy Foundation 
has been hard at work nurturing a love of reading and writing among low-income, 
at-risk, and rural young readers and writers up to age 12 throughout New Hampshire 
and Vermont.

Any way you measure it, CLiF has made an amazing amount of progress since we began:

 ➣ In 1998 attendance at our events was 500. This past year it was more than 36,000!

 ➣ In our first year we gave away $7,400 in new books. This year we donated more 
than $700,000 in new, high-quality books to children, many of whom have few or 
no books of their own at home.

 ➣ For the first couple of years I was CLiF’s only employee and presenter. Today, 
the CLiF team is comprised of more than 100 energetic and motivated individuals 
including five staff members, 62 professional presenters, 12 Directors, 12 Advisors, 
and 15+ volunteers.

 ➣ We started with a single program (Rural Library Sponsorships) that involved a 
one-day visit to each sponsored town. We now run six programs, most of which 
involve multi-faceted and highly coordinated multi-year partnerships with the 
communities and organizations we serve.

We’re thrilled to be celebrating our first 20 years of service, and we’re busy completing 
our latest CLiF strategic plan so that our upcoming years will be even more productive.  

In 20 years CLiF has never received any state or federal support. If you’re one of the 
730 generous donors who assisted us over the past year, thank you so much!  If you’re 
not, we hope you’ll consider supporting CLiF’s work and helping us to continue 
“Opening Books, Opening Minds, Opening Doors” for tens of thousands of deserving 
young readers and writers for many years to come!

 

Duncan McDougall
CLiF Executive Director
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Duncan kicks off the Year of the Book at Peterborough Elementary School in Peterborough, NH.

Love getting updates from CLiF and 
seeing our happy young readers and 

writers?

Subscribe to our e-newsletter for great 
stories and pictures. You’ll hear from us 

once a month, and we’ll never share your 
e-mail address.

And check out our blog for up-to-the-
minute stories, news, trends in literacy, 
parenting topics, book recommenda-
tions, and more, posted by a roster of 

staff and guest bloggers.

Subscribe to e-news and blog:  
www.clifonline.org

Like us: www.facebook.com/cliforg

Follow us: @cliforg

Pin us: www.pinterest.com/cliforg

Let’s Stay In Touch!
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Building Confidence: CLiF’s Rural Libraries Conference
Since 2002, CLiF has invited librarians from all over Vermont 
and New Hampshire to its biennial Rural Libraries Conference to 
network and learn from experts and each other how to use limited 
resources efficiently, develop and maintain collections, and keep 
up with trends. We were happy to see both familiar and new faces 
at the conference in September at the Briggs Opera House/Hotel 
Coolidge in White River Junction, VT. 

More than 80 librarians from 71 towns joined us for panels, work-
shops, and discussions on topics such as building diverse collections, 
incorporating graphic novels, storytelling, creative programming, 
policies, and more. This year’s theme was “Building Confidence” 
through storytelling, play, and creating welcoming spaces for all 
patrons. Participants said: 

“Great conference. I’ll be going back to my library with a lot of new ideas.”

“Awesome practical ideas from all presentations…I love the many 
opportunities and resources you make available from grants to this 

conference, such a treasure.” 

“The whole conference was thoughtful, intentional, and encouraging,  
and informative. I loved it! Thank you.”

CLiF Presenter Simon Brooks with Jaffrey Public Library Director Julie Perrin  
and wall-to-wall Summer Readers in Jaffrey, NH.

Thank you to all who attended and helped make this confer-
ence possible—we look forward to seeing you again in 2019!

CLiF also holds a Literacy Conference for current, incoming, and 
past Year of the Book schools each spring. The 2018 conference 
will be held at Lake Morey Resort in Fairlee, VT March 27, 2018.

CLiF Loves Libraries!

CLiF has always had a special connection 
with libraries. CLiF’s first initiative was 
the Rural Libraries program, which served 
500 kids in 6 small towns in Vermont 
and New Hampshire in CLiF’s first year. 
Almost 20 years later, the Rural Libraries 
grant now sponsors 12 libraries each year 
and includes new books for the public 
and school libraries and four storytelling 
presentations and book giveaways at the 
local elementary school and childcare 

to help keep library programming and 
access to quality books alive while the 
local school is under construction and 
temporarily off-site.  

CLiF’s Year of the Book grant invites the 
local public librarian to the school to talk 
to the kids about the new books donated 
to the library and how to access them, 
and CLiF Summer Readers storytellers 
often visit local libraries and introduce 
more families to these valuable resources 
in their communities. A teacher from 
Belmont Elementary School in Belmont, 
NH says; “We definitely have a stronger 
connection to the public library as a result of 
our Year of the Book…The Year of the Book 
gave us the impetus to meet more regularly and 
engage in conversations about how we could 
work together to benefit students.”

Greensboro Free Library in Greensboro, VT, 
CLiF Rural Libraries recipient, 2016-2017.

Panelists talk about what’s new in libraries at  
CLiF’s Rural Libraries Conference.

centers to build connections between the 
libraries and their communities. 

CLiF has now sponsored more than 85% 
of rural libraries in NH and VT, many 
more than once to help fill in budget 
gaps and (re)infuse excitement about the 
library, and sometimes to help in a pinch. 
For instance, Lanpher Memorial Library 
in Hyde Park, VT received a Rural 
Libraries grant in 2004 and again this year 



Save the Date:
CLiF is Turning 20!

Celebration at  
Montshire Museum,  

Norwich, VT
Friday, March 9, 2018

6:00 - 7:45 p.m.
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CLiF’s Children of Prison Inmates 
program—which provides storytelling 
presentations during family visits, 
reading-aloud training for incarcerated 
parents, and free books for inmates to 
send to their kids—isn’t the only way 
CLiF enriches the lives of kids with 
incarcerated parents. For several summers, 
CLiF’s Summer Readers program 
has brought stories and new books to 
Camp Agape, a free overnight camp for 
Vermont children with parents who are 
or have been in prison. 

Making a Difference in Honor of Loved Ones: CLiF Donor Stories
Mike and Jane Moss are loyal CLiF supporters who have made many donations to CLiF in honor of their family and friends over the years; in turn, 
many of their family members and friends have made their own gifts to CLiF in Mike and Jane’s honor! This holiday season, consider gift-giving like 
Mike and Jane, who share their story below:

To Jane and Mike Moss of Newbury, 
NH, CLiF is a symbol of hope—an 
opportunity for children to read, and 
to spark their interest in books. As a 
children’s librarian for nearly 30 years, 
Jane has championed CLiF’s efforts to 
reach young readers and for the past 
10 years, Mike has supported CLiF 
through his role as Chair of the Literacy 
Committee of New Hampshire’s 
New London Rotary Club. Duncan 
McDougall has shared his vision for CLiF 
with children in all parts of VT and NH, 
and much like Johnny Appleseed, he has 
brought books to libraries, schools, and 
prison programs to inspire children and 
adults for years to come. 

Stories Let Kids Be Kids

Camp Director Beth Ann Maier says, 
“Statistics tell us that the children of an 
incarcerated parent have a 75% risk of being 
incarcerated someday themselves. We also know 
that if a child isn’t reading by third grade, their 
risk of being in prison someday is much higher, so 
reading is a strong component of the camp day…
The new books that CLiF brings are special, 
and the children love them.” CLiF storyteller 
Simon Brooks tells folk and fairy tales in 
his signature animated style to the campers. 
Beth Ann says, “I have never seen our campers 
so engaged for a full hour. Simon had them all 

Mike and Jane Moss of Newbury, NH.

CLiF Presenter Simon Brooks tells folk and fairytales to kids at Camp Agape in Plymouth, VT.

Mike and Jane believe “literacy begins 
with the first stories we hear from parents 
and teachers. If we are lucky, books have 
been put in our hands which have the 
unique power to enchant us throughout our 
lives. As CLiF links children with books, 

riveted… It really worked for this crowd, and 
got our camp week started off on the right foot.”

Simon says, “These kids have been dealt a rough 
hand...They are still children, and they want to 
be loved, cared for, given the same opportunities as 
others… With the humor and fun of the stories, 
the kids can be kids. They can escape the real 
world for a while…CLiF is not only providing 
a much needed service for these children by giving 
them books, and helping with literacy. CLiF is 
showing these youngsters that people care about 
them, that someone wants them to succeed.” 

and as one story leads to another, reading 
becomes a pathway to learning. Through 
our donations we have supported CLiF to 
honor our friends, just as they have donated 
to the organization on our behalf. Happily, 
these gifts have encouraged the staff and 
volunteers in their own CLiF outreach and 
more importantly these donations have given 
children a head start in their own reading 
life. From our view, a gift to CLiF has the 
potential to benefit children in glorious ways. 
Dr. Seuss expressed it well in his classic 
quote: ‘The more that you read, the more 
things you will know. The more that you 
learn, the more places you’ll go.’ Thank you 
CLiF!” Thank YOU, Mike and Jane, 
and to all our generous donors!

Y RAE S
2 0
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A Gift Across Generations
The young boy entered the CLiF presen-
tation warily. He had been told there was 
some sort of literacy event at his school 
today. But all he cared about was sports, 
not boring books! Before long, however, 
the CLiF presenter was weaving fascinat-
ing tales, reading a really funny story, and 
highlighting hundreds of beautiful titles, 
including dozens of sports books. He 
actually made reading sound kinda cool. 

And the CLiF guy said that each kid 
could take any two new books they 
wanted. To keep! When last seen, that 
same jaded boy was sprawled on the floor 
completely engrossed in his two new 
picture books about baseball greats Babe 
Ruth and Roberto Clemente.

This year scores of similar scenes have 
taken place thanks to generous bequests 
CLiF received from four beloved and 
longtime supporters—Carol Bennett 
Crocker, Phil Kolvoord, Winnie 
Morrissey, and Betsy Sylvester. Each 
loved books, reading, and children. And 
each wanted to share their love of literacy 
with the next generation. 

Ruth Sylvester, Betsy’s daughter, 
attended a CLiF event in Unity, NH 
that her mother’s bequest had helped 
support. Later Ruth said: “… I’ve seen 
the pictures of book-choosing events, but I was 
not prepared for the thrill of seeing kids turned 
loose to choose…  (Duncan’s) message of the 

pleasure of transport-by-book came through 
loud and clear. Seeing the dry words of my 
mother’s will turned into gleaming, inviting 
books for children to possess (and vice versa,  
we hope) was indeed an inspiring experience.”

Giving is not about making a donation.  
It’s about making a difference. And by 
including CLiF in their planned giving 
Carol, Phil, Winnie, and Betsy are still 
making a positive difference in the lives 
of thousands of deserving young readers 
and writers.

CLiF’s FY 2017 Annual Report lists 
23 individuals and couples who have 
included CLiF in their planned giving.  
We hope you will join them!  To learn 
how to include CLiF in your planned 
giving contact your attorney, accountant, 
or Duncan McDougall at 802-244-0944 
or clif@clifonline.org.

CLiF welcomes Michele Gravelle 
and Katie Robbins to our Board of 

Directors! Michele has been in the field 
of corporate education for 30 years and 
lives in the Epsom, NH area. Her lifelong 
love of reading and storytelling makes 
her a loyal fan and supporter of CLiF. 

Katie is a child clinical psychologist with 
experience in public education who is 
extremely active in the Hanover, NH 
community. We’re delighted to have 

them both on the team!

Welcome,  
Michele & Katie!

Katie Robbins

A new generation discovers the joy of books 
and reading.

Betsy Sylvester’s daughter Ruth (back right) enjoyed attending a CLiF event in Unity, NH  
that was supported by her mother’s bequest.

Can you imagine what your life would be 
like if your childhood lacked books and 

opportunities to read and write?

If children’s literacy is among your priori-
ties, please consider including CLiF in your 
legacy plans. Your lasting support will help 

uplift thousands of young readers and 
writers for decades to come. 

To learn more about planned giving 
opportunities, contact Duncan at  

802-244-0944 or clif@clifonline.org.  
Thank you!

Your Legacy  
with CLiF 

Michele Gravelle
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News from CLiF’s 
Extended Family

CLiF Presenters Inspire Young 
Readers and Writers

Bennett. They were each able to connect with 
the students, share their knowledge and talent, 
and really convey their own love of reading 
and creating.”—Year of the Book school

”
“ The kindergarten and 1st graders had a 
fantastic time with Ted Scheu. He was fun 
and funny and had the students and staff 
giggling along with him. Three of the first 
graders even came back to school with their 
own poems that they wrote inspired by the 
workshops!” —Year of the Book school

”
“ I loved it when Marek Bennett 
came and helped us write a book.” 
—Student at a Year of the 
Book school after a cartooning 
workshop with graphic novelist 
Marek Bennett

”
“Our…students enjoyed the visit 
from author Kathy Brodsky, 
who shared insights into her 
books and the process she uses in 
writing. Kathy was engaging 
and her presentation was both 

interesting and educational.”—
Year of the Book school

”
“Thank you Marty Kelly for coming 
to our school and writing books to feed 
our minds.” —Student at a Year of 
the Book school

Sy Montgomery’s book Amazon Adventure: 
How Tiny Fish are Saving the World’s Largest 
Rainforest, is part of the Scientists in the Field 
series of nonfiction books for kids in grades 
5-8 and was published in July. Sy also 
recently co-authored the essay collection 
Tamed and Untamed: Close Encounters of 
the Animal Kind, along with Elizabeth 
Marshall Thomas, about the creatures 
the pair has met on five continents over 
a combined 120 years of researching and 
writing about animals. 

Jim Arnosky wrote 
and illustrated the new 
book Hidden Wildlife, 
How Animals Hide in 
Plain Sight, published by 
Sterling Publishing.

Having seen his daughter studying the 
epic of Gilgamesh in 6th grade last year, 
Simon Brooks decided to write a version 
that remained close to existing transla-

tions, yet engaging (and 
appropriate) for middle 
school readers. Simon’s 
teenage son Aidan 
illustrated the book 
and Simon recorded it. 
The audio of ‘The Epic 

of Gilgamesh, a retelling’ is available from 
CDBaby or from Simon. 

Leda Schubert’s picture book Trailblazer: 
The Story of Ballerina Raven Wilkinson, 
tells the story of the first African 

American ballerina to 
join a major touring 
troupe. The book is 
illustrated by Theodore 
Taylor III and will be 
published by little bee 
books in January.

Erin Moulton edited the YA anthology 
Things We Haven’t Said: Sexual Violence 
Survivors Speak Out, intended as a resource 
for other survivors, as well as an informa-
tional text for those outside of the experi-
ence. It will be published in February and 
its proceeds will go to charity.

What makes CLiF’s storytelling 
presentations so exciting are the 62 talented 
author/illustrators, poets, graphic novelists, 
and storytellers who make up CLiF’s 
presenter roster. These VT and NH-based 
presenters visit schools, libraries, camps and 
after-school programs, summer meal sites, 
homeless shelters and affordable housing 
facilities, prisons, and just about anywhere 
serving low-income, at-risk, and rural 
kids in both states. They bring stories to 
life, inspire kids to embrace reading and 
writing, and share their creative processes. 
Here’s what a few of our recent partners 
had to say about CLiF’s presenters.

”
“ Marv [Klassen-Landis] was marve-
lous! The children ranged in age from 
toddlers to tweens and Marv’s presenta-
tion held everyone’s attention.”

”
“ I’d like to 
thank you 
for providing 
students with 
the opportunity 
to meet and 
get to know the 
talented authors and illustra-
tors who visited our school 
this year, John Steven 
Gurney, Doug Wilhelm, 
S.S. Taylor, Jon and 
Pam Voelkel, and Marek 

Author Marv Klassen-Landis in Manchester, NH.

Author Kathy Brodsky



Richford

CLiF Sponsorships (January – December 2017)
Since 1998 CLiF has served more than 200,000 children in more than 400 towns across 
New Hampshire and Vermont. Through six programs—and with the partnership of more than 
50 professional authors, illustrators, poets, storytellers and graphic novelists—CLiF inspires 
low-income, at-risk, and rural children to love reading and writing.

CLiF provides literacy programs and new books to: children of prison inmates; refugee and migrant 
children; children who live in shelters and low-income housing; and children served by bookmobiles, 
Head Start, Boys & Girls Clubs, and other social service organizations. CLiF sponsors rural 
libraries, elementary schools, prisons, and provides programs to dozens of other sites that serve 
children.  

Year of the Book 
A teacher at Year of the Book school 
Maple Ave. Elementary School in 
Claremont, NH said: “CLiF is about so 
much more than giving away free books. 
Having had the gift of the Year of the 
Book grant has gotten our students more 
excited about reading.” That’s the goal!

Summer Readers 
CLiF presenters gave 156 storytelling 
presentations to more than 9,250 
kids this summer at summer camps, 
summer learning programs, homeless 
shelters, libraries, and more!

At-Risk Children 
This Fall, CLiF’s At-Risk Children 
grant brought inspiring stories, an 
on-site library, and new books for 
each child to Lund Family Center’s 
Annual Adoption Picnic for all 
VT families who have adopted a 
child through Lund, and Vermont 
Headstart programs’ Open House 
at the Shelburne Museum.

Children of  
Prison Inmates 
When CLiF began partnering 
with the Northern NH State 
Correctional Facility nearly 2 years 
ago, staff was unsure whether as 
many as 50 inmates would attend 
a seminar about reading with kids. 
Word has spread and a record 
124 inmates attended recent CLiF 
seminars in the prison.

Rural Libraries 
New Durham Public Library 
Director Cathy Allyn says, “We 
envision a shift in the way residents 
view early literacy, heightened 
awareness regarding how important 
reading, writing, and self-expression 
are, and increased involvement by 

parents. In the long run, all of that 
will prove more valuable than the 
books themselves.”

Community 
Building 

CLiF offered this grant 
for the second time in 
Fall 2017 with a few of 

last year’s favorites—
Senior Reading Buddies 

and 1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten—along with a new 
option to inspire young writers.
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Here are just a few examples of recent 
programs within each type of sponsorship:

At-Risk  
Children

Children of 
Prison Inmates

Rural  
Libraries 

Summer 
Readers

Year of  
the Book

Year of the Book 
Momentum

Community 
Building Grant

Legend
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Note from a young CLiF reader and writer
A young reader shows 
his new book choice.

Please remember to make 

your year-end gift to CLiF!


