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When CLiF visits our prison partners in VT 
and NH to host parent literacy discussions 
and book giveaways, incarcerated parents 
and grandparents also have the opportunity 
to experience storytelling with a CLiF 
presenter and lose themselves in a story. 
There is something undeniably special 
about a group of adults devoting their 
rapt attention to Max’s rumpus with the 
Wild Things or Sylvester’s transformative 
adventure with the magic pebble.

CLiF’s Children of Prison Inmates program 
offers incarcerated parents and their children 
an opportunity to share a love of reading 
and stories and helps bridge the distance 
that separates these parents from their 
families. Through this grant, CLiF sends 
professional presenters to our correctional 
facility partners in VT and NH to give 
literacy seminars to inmates designed to 
help them learn new strategies for making 
reading with children fun and exciting. 
Every seminar includes a storytelling 
element where the CLiF presenter shares 

a story with the inmates. At the end of 
each seminar every participant can choose 
a brand-new book to send home to each 
of their children with a handwritten note 
inside. CLiF presenters and program staff 
enjoy the opportunity to help parents find 
just the right book for their children among 
the hundreds of books available to choose 
from. CLiF also hosts Family Literacy 
Celebrations when kids and parents enjoy 
food, games, stories, and books, and we 
support the Storybook Program allowing 
inmates to read books aloud and send books 
and recordings home to their children.

Over the past five years, more than 
500 inmates and 1,500 children have 
benefited from this program. As we 
continue to expand our impact and add 
new partners, we’ve been encouraged by 
the overwhelmingly positive feedback 
we receive from incarcerated parents. In 
a recent survey of program participants, 
98% of the men and women reported that 
the Children of Prison Inmates program 
helped strengthen their connection with 
their children. And 91% felt the CLiF 
program helped their children become 
more interested in reading and writing. 
We are certainly grateful for our long-
term partnerships with our current CPI 
partners: the women’s prison in South 
Burlington, VT and the men’s prison in 
Concord, NH and Berlin, NH. Before 
the end of the year, we are excited to add 
the men’s prison in Rutland, VT and the 
women’s prison in Concord, NH to our 
list of partners. This significant expansion 
of the Children of Inmates program is also 
possible due to the high level of interest 

and dedication shown by our network of 
CLiF presenters. We are able to broaden 
the CLiF experience for our program 
participants by bringing in a variety of 
CLiF presenters to share their work and 
passion for children’s literacy.
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A mother reads with her child  
during a CLiF visit

Helping inmates in Berlin, NH learn ways 
to share books with their children
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Who’s WhoInspiring Parents to Read with  
Their Children
While chatting with a 2nd grade teacher recently I asked how frequently she thought her 
young students were read to at home. She replied: “When I ask my students how often someone 
reads to them at night, they look at me like I’m from Mars. It’s just not happening for most of them.” 

This situation is extremely troubling because being read to aloud is the single most important 
activity for a child to help build the knowledge required for eventual success in reading.

Many parents who don’t read with their children say it’s hard to fit in their schedules, or 
they feel they’re not strong readers and don’t want to ‘mess it up’. Others simply didn’t 
realize that sharing books with young children was so important.

CLiF understands the vital role parents can play in supporting a child’s literacy skills. 
That’s why we’ve given special presentations to thousands of parents throughout NH 
and VT. At these events a professional CLiF author, storyteller, or poet: 1) describes 
the vital importance of sharing books with children as early and often as possible;  
2) explains the positive impact sharing books and stories has on a child’s development 
and likelihood of future success in school; and 3) models fun and easy ways to read 
aloud even if a parent isn’t a strong or confident reader.

For example, at CLiF Year of the Book schools we hold special Family Literacy 
Nights with food, fun activities, seminars for parents, new books for the children, and 
storytelling for the entire family. These events draw record crowds, and help inspire 
parents to be more active in one of the most enjoyable experiences family members can 
have—sharing books and stories together. After one such evening, a school principal 
said:“This was the BEST EVENT I’ve seen in my 33 years of education!”  

Your generous support makes our CLiF’s programs possible. Thank you!

Duncan McDougall
CLiF Executive Director
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Duncan presenting at Green Mountain Farm-to-School Lunchbox site in Newport, VT

Love getting updates from CLiF  
and seeing our happy young  

readers and writers?

Subscribe to our e-newsletter for great 
stories and pictures. You’ll hear from us 

once a month, and we’ll never share your 
e-mail address.

And check out our blog for up-to-the-
minute stories, news, trends in literacy, 

parenting topics, book recommendations, 
and more, posted by a roster of staff  

and guest bloggers.

 Subscribe to e-news and blog: 
 www.clifonline.org

 Like us: www.facebook.com/cliforg

 Follow us: @cliforg

 Pin us: www.pinterest.com/cliforg

Let’s Stay In Touch!
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Engaging families in literacy has long been 
a goal of CLiF programming, but one of 
the most difficult to measure. CLiF has 
developed many ways of supporting our 
partners in increasing adult commitment 
to sharing books with their kids. A recent 
Year of the Book coordinator says their 
school is “just trying to light a fire so they 
[parents] get engaged and involved…That’s an 
ongoing challenge, build bridges with parents...
it’s just an ongoing demographics challenge, 
societal challenge, and cultural challenge.”

CLiF offers a Family Literacy Celebration 
as an option in Year of the Book and At 
Risk grants. One of our presenters will 
discuss with adult caregivers ways to share 
books with kids, particularly geared to 
those with less enthusiasm for reading. 
The kids are off having fun while parents 
talk about their challenges. When the kids 
come back, the presenter models sharing a 
book—changing voices, asking questions, 
interpreting a picture rather than reading 
the words—and parents can see how their 
kids engage with a book when encouraged. 

A recent Year of the Book school wrote 
of their Family Literacy Celebration: 
“[Author] Marty [Kelly] chose some of his 
favorite books…and also spoke to parents about 
the importance of reading with their children 
and different approaches and techniques that 
parents can use to not only entice their children 
to read but to also make themselves more 
comfortable when reading to their children.” 

This past winter, CLiF introduced a new 
grant called the Revive Your Literacy 
Programming grant. Partners who received 
any of CLiF’s grants in the past five years 
could apply for $500 worth of support for 

Author David Martin talks to parents in Ashland, NH

literacy programming. Interestingly, many 
of the funded ideas were to build connec-
tions between parents, kids, and books. 

One childcare center held a family literacy 
event at the public library to celebrate the 
Week of the Young Child. Following 
readings of Pete the Cat: I Love My New 
Shoes and Stone Soup, participants enjoyed 
themed activities, including tossing bean 
bag vegetables into soup pots, veggie 
stamping, decorating shoe cutouts, painting 
with shoe-shaped sponges and washing 
Pete’s shoes in bubbles. They chose to 
partner with the library so that “…Families 
could become more familiar with the library and 
more comfortable going there on their own. Some 
of the families had never been to the library.” 
The outcome: “One little girl (age 5) who 
came to our family literacy event with her father 
and sister had never been to the library before. 
She listened to and participated in the read-aloud 
stories, took part in all of the themed activities 
and created a handful of projects/artwork to take 
home. When one of the teachers handed the 
child her free book, she looked at the teacher and 
said, “We are the luckiest girls ever!!”

Multiple grantees allowed the public 
library to add book bags to promote whole 
environment learning. For example, the 
bug bag contains three books about bugs, 
a set of butterfly life cycle figures, and a 
bug viewer kit. Families can read the books 
about bugs, but also use them to help 
children identify bugs in their environ-
ment. Other bag topics include fairy tales 
and space. “This helps us to teach parents ways 
to learn with their children outside of literature 
sources.” After the first two weeks in circu-
lation, the kits had been checked out nine 
times, some with reserves on them already. 

Engaging Families in Literacy

While we celebrate CLiF’s 20th year of 
service we are asking ALL supporters to 
please consider including CLiF in their 

planned giving.  Your lasting support will 
help you share your love of literacy with 
thousands of young readers and writers 

for decades to come.

To learn more about planned giving 
opportunities, contact Duncan at  

802-244-0944 or clif@clifonline.org.  
Thank you!

Your Legacy  
with CLiF 

Another program ran a math and literacy 
night with three math stations and three 
literacy stations for parents/caregivers in 
classrooms. Every student ordered their 
own book with the grant funds, and they 
were able to share them with their adults. 
“Parent/caregivers having teachers available to 
them as resources to discuss reading and math 
development AND receiving reading and math 
resources (learning how to play math and reading 
games and then taking them home to play with 
their children)... ALL of this was a huge boost 
to our community’s commitment to Literacy…
while some parent/caregivers were motivated to 
receive information and ideas on how to support 
reading and math skill development outside of 
school, in most cases, it was their child’s desire to 
attend that got them to the event…The enthu-
siasm and excitement of our students ordering 
books they really wanted was extraordinary!”

CLiF is so proud to support our partners 
in building relationships between home 
and the other aspects of their children’s 
lives—nothing better than a good book 
to help make those connections!
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As many of you know, nonprofit board members play a critical role in ensuring an 
organization’s efficiency, effectiveness, and success. Fortunately, CLiF has been blessed 
with a stellar team of directors—energetic, creative, and enthusiastic volunteers who 
have skillfully guided CLiF’s growth over the past 20 years.

Our latest Directors are no exception! CLiF is delighted to announce that Mark Beams 
and John Vogel have recently joined CLiF’s Board. 

CLiF Loves our Directors!

Students at Morristown Elementary School listen to exciting storytelling

Mark Beams

Last year, NorthCountry Federal Credit 
Union (NCFCU) supported the CLiF Year 
of the Book at the Alburgh Community 

Education Center in Alburgh, VT, 
where NCFCU has a local branch. The 

sponsorship brought many author visits, 
special literacy initiatives, family literacy 
events, and new books to the Alburgh 

community. Each child got to pick ten new 
books to keep. Through its Grants for New 

England Partnerships program, NCFCU 
also secured a donation to CLiF from the 

Federal Home Loan Bank of Boston.

This school year, NCFCU has sponsored the 
Year of the Book program at Morristown 
Elementary School in Morrisville, VT and 
JFK Elementary School in Winooski, VT. 

Their generous gift will bring new books 
to students at both of those schools.

Bob Morgan, NCFCU CEO, says, 
“NorthCountry Federal Credit Union is 

pleased to sponsor CLiF’s Year of the Book 
in Winooski and Morrisville, and support 
its mission of spreading a love of reading 

among children in our community.“

We thank NorthCountry Federal Credit 
Union for its continued support and its 
role in helping spread the joy of literacy 

across the communities it serves!

Is your business interested in sponsoring 
a CLiF program? Contact Duncan at 

duncan@clifonline.org or (802) 244-0944.

NorthCountry 
Federal Credit 

Union Supports 
Its Local 

Communities

Chelsye Brooks of NorthCountry Federal 
Credit Union reads with Students at JFK 

Elementary School in Winooski, VT

Mark retired in 2008 from a career as an international 
tax lawyer that included stints at the US Department 
of Treasury and General Electric. Since retirement, he 
has served on local nonprofit boards, taught English to 
new immigrants, and helped young mothers get their 
high school degrees. 

John retired in 2018 after 26 years at the Tuck School 
of Business at Dartmouth College, where he taught 
real estate and entrepreneurship in the social sector. 
He is currently the Chair of the Board of Housing 
Vermont and involved in a number of community 
development activities.

CLiF is very sorry to bid farewell to four Board 
members—Mitzi Barrett, Glenn Currie, Dan Lynch, 
and Matt Rightmire—who recently completed their 
full six-year terms.

Mitzi is a longtime educator from Nashua who sat on 
many statewide education Boards in New Hampshire. 
She served as CLiF Secretary and Chair. Glenn is a 
businessman, journalist, poet, and CLiF presenter 
who also served as CLiF Chair and Secretary. Dan 
has worked in investment management in Boston and 
at Dartmouth. He served as Secretary. Fortunately, 
he continues to volunteer with CLiF on projects. 
Matt has helped start internet companies, and funded 
and grown technology companies. He was CLiF’s 
Treasurer and led our 6-month effort to write our 
2018-2020 Strategic Plan. 

Each contributed in so many important ways to 
CLiF’s success and we hope they will stay connected 
with our work! John Vogel
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Summer Readers Reaches New Heights 
Further up north, CLiF presenter Marty 
Kelley traveled by boat in order to host 
a Summer Readers event for Camp 
Mayhew on Mayhew Island in Bristol, 
NH. Camp Mayhew is the only all-boys 
program in New Hampshire that 
combines a residential summer program 
and school year mentoring for at-risk 
boys all the way through high school 
graduation. We are happy to count 
this program as a long-time Summer 
Readers partner.

In Vermont, CLiF enthusiastically 
welcomed the YWCA Camp Hochelaga 
program to our network of Summer 
Readers partners. Camp Hochelaga offers 
a traditional summer camp experience 
for girls ages 6 through 17 and offers 
opportunities to build character, self-
esteem, confidence, empowerment and 
leadership. CLiF presenter Rebecca 
Rupp spent two beautiful days at 
camp on the shore of Lake Champlain 
chatting with the girls about reading 
and sharing excerpts of her work. CLiF 
also helped Our Community Cares 
Camp in Richmond, VT celebrate their 
10th year as a summer program with 
storytelling events and book giveaways 
at the Richmond Elementary School for 
180 excited day campers. CLiF has visited 
this program since the beginning and we 
were excited to help them celebrate this 
significant milestone. 

It was a summer for the record books in 
more ways than one! Summer 2018 was 
the fourth-hottest summer on record but 
that didn’t stop CLiF presenters across 
VT and NH from serving a record-high 
number of children as part of CLiF’s 
Summer Readers program. This summer, 
CLiF presenters hosted 178 storytelling 
sessions and book giveaways for at-risk 
children at more than 148 programs in 
VT and NH and gave away 21,658 free 
books to more than 10,000 children 
served during summer vacation!  

Summer Readers 2018 highlights include 
CLiF presenter Simon Brooks hosting 
storytelling events and book giveaways for 
all ten Title One schools in the Manchester 
School District. Each school hosted a 
Summer Learning Academy program, and 
Simon entertained over 600 students with 
his jokes, stories, and other antics. 

Manchester Director of Federal Projects’ 
Sherri Nichols says, “Simon Brooks sparked 
the imagination and creativity of those students 
fortunate to participate in the CLiF Storytelling 
and Book Giveaways held at all ten Manchester 
Title I Summer Learning Academies. Students 
were not only excited but also enthralled as they 
grasped their books and held them dearly. Staff 
members reported that students asked for more 
time to read their new books. Simon’s ability to 
engage students brought them to new places and 
possibilities. Thank you.”

As a small nonprofit based in Waterbury 
Center, VT CLiF manages to do a 

lot with a little. The 956 storytelling 
presentations we held last year, with 

attendance of 44,297, and the $700,000 
in books we gave away simply would not 
be possible without our many dedicated 
volunteers. They sort, sticker, and pack 

all books we give away at our many 
events and keep the CLiF library running 

smoothly. Many have been coming 
weekly for years.

We thank the volunteers who keep CLiF 
running all year ‘round, and we especially 
thank our new summer volunteers who 
kept CLiF’s Summer Readers program 
going strong this year. We gave away 
$225,000 in new books this summer, 
which was only possible thanks to the 

hard work of our volunteers.

CLiF volunteer Sally Vargo says,  
“I enjoy knowing that the books are 

going to kids who need them.”

Thanks to all our volunteers who help us 
put books in the hands of kids!

CLiF Appreciates 
Our Volunteers

CLiF volunteers Sue Gruschow, Sally Vargo, 
and Tom Brock

Each summer we happily welcome 
new summer partners to the CLiF 
family and celebrate our return visits to 
long time partners. Summer 2018 will 
remain memorable both for its soaring 
temperatures and the record-breaking 
number of children served by the 
Summer Readers grant. 

Author Erin Moulton presents at Jaffrey Public Library in Jaffrey, NH



Children’s Literacy Foundation  •  1536 Loomis Hill Road  •  Waterbury Center,  VT 05677page 6

News from CLiF’s Presenters
Jim Arnosky’s new 
book, Look at Me! 
Animal Show-offs was 
recently published by 
Sterling.

Ann Braden’s new 
book, The Benefits 
of Being an Octopus, 

received a starred review from the 
School Library Journal, which called it, 
“Heartbreaking, beautifully written...
Braden’s story raises many thought-

provoking and 
timely questions 
about the difficulty 
of escaping poverty 
and the prevalence 
of gun violence.” 
The book is a 
contender for the 
2019 Global Read 
Aloud program.

Deborah Bruss’ new book Don’t Ask a 
Dinosaur, co-written with Matt Forrest 

Esenwine, was 
released in April 
2018 by POW! 
Kids. Her book 
Good Morning, 
Snow Plow! was 
released in October 
2018 by Scholastic. 

Young readers show off their new books at Highgate Public Library in Highgate Center, VT

John and Jennifer 
Churchman have 
two new books 
coming out. Alpaca 
Lunch was released 
in July and the 
forthcoming Easter 
holiday book, The 
Easter Surprise, will 
be published in 
Winter 2019. 

John Steven 
Gurney’s new book, 
The Bossy Pirate, 
came out this fall. 

Amy Huntington illustrated the picture 
book of poems, Fresh-Picked Poetry: A Day 
at the Farmers’ Market, by Michelle Schaub. 

It is a 2018 
Growing Good 
Kids–Excellence 
in Children’s 
Literature award-
winner, given 
by the National 
Horticultural 
Society.

Eric Pinder published two new picture 
books in 2018. COUNTING DINOS 
is a rhyming romp through the Jurassic 
period, published by Albert Whitman 

& Company, and 
THE PERFECT 
PILLOW is a quiet 
bedtime story with 
a small dragon, 
published by 
Disney-Hyperion. 
Also in 2018, 
Eric’s first book for 

children, CAT IN THE CLOUDS, came 
back into print with a new edition from 
Arcadia/The History Press. 

Sy Montgomery 
has two new 
books, HOW TO 
BE A GOOD 
CREATURE: 
A Memoir in 13 
ANIMALS (for 
young adult and 
adult readers) 
and a picture 
book, INKY’S 
AMAZING 
ESCAPE. The 
Spanish edition 
of her book, 
SPELL OF THE 

TIGER, will be released this fall.

Ted Scheu’s poems “Little League 
Night Game” and “Annual Hog-Calling 
Contest” are in a new anthology cele-
brating the breadth of American culture, 
called The Poetry of US, published by 
National Geographic. 

Students at Derby Elementary School in Derby 
Line, VT show their new books
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CLiF Sponsorships (January – December 2018)
Since 1998 CLiF has served more than 225,000 children in more than 400 towns across New 
Hampshire and Vermont. Through eight programs—and with the partnership of more than 
60 professional authors, illustrators, poets, storytellers and graphic novelists—CLiF inspires 
low-income, at-risk, and rural children to love reading and writing.

CLiF provides free, inspiring literacy programs and new books to: children of prison inmates; 
refugee, migrant and foster children; children who live in shelters and low-income housing; 
and children served by bookmobiles, Head Start, Boys & Girls Clubs, and other social service 
organizations. CLiF sponsors rural libraries, elementary schools, prisons, and provides programs  
to dozens of other sites that serve children.  

Year of the Book 
$25,000 in literacy programming, 
including author visits, workshops, 
and fun family events, plus new 
books for ten selected elementary 
schools in NH and VT, and ten new 
books for each child.

Momentum  
Additional literacy support 
following the Year of the Book 
program.

Summer Readers 
Inspiring storytelling presentations 
and two new books for each child 
during the summer.

At-Risk Children 
Storytelling presentations and 
new on-site library for partnering 
organizations serving at-risk 
children, a parent seminar, and 
two new books for each child.

Children of  
Prison Inmates 
Family literacy seminars for 
incarcerated parents and new 
books to send home to their 
kids, grandkids, or nieces and 
nephews, plus new on-site 
children’s libraries, storytelling, 
family events, and the storybook 
program.

Rural Libraries 
Two storytelling presentations 
and new books for rural public 
libraries and local elementary 
schools, plus two new books for 
each child at each event and a 
program grant.

Community  
Building 
Training with CLiF’s professional 
presenters, new books, 

and program support for 
community-based programs, 
such as Senior Reading 
Buddies and “1,000 Books 

Before Kindergarten.”

Revive  
Additional literacy 

support, such as 
author visits and funding 

for special literacy initiatives 
for past CLiF partners.
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At-Risk  
Children

Children of 
Prison Inmates

Rural  
Libraries 

Summer 
Readers

Year of  
the Book

Year of the Book 
Momentum

Community 
Building Grant

Legend

Revive
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Note from a young reader and writer
A young reader  
with his new books

Please remember to make 

your year-end gift to CLiF!


