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Nurturing a love of reading and writing among
children throughout New Hampshire and Vermont

Summer Readers Program
Doubles in 2nd Year

Kids in Peterborough, NH enjoy stories and books at the beach

They may be called the ‘lazy days of
summer,’ but there wasn’t a scintilla of
laziness in CLiF’s Summer Readers
Program this year!  

In only its second year, this popular
program doubled in size and served more
than 1,100 children at 26 locations across
New Hampshire and Vermont this
summer. Busy CLiF presenters visited
children’s summer programs in town
parks and school gyms, under gazebos, by
ponds, and at YMCAs and Boys & Girls
Clubs. More than 70% of the children
were from low-income families.

Parents and teachers have long recognized
that over the summer children often have
fewer books in their lives, and their reading
comprehension can slip.This impact is
typically highest with low-income chil-
dren. Recent research indicates nearly
two-thirds of low-income children do not
own any books of their own at home.

At each Summer Readers event we perform
storytelling for the children, talk about our

love of books and reading, and let each
child select some new children’s books to
keep. This summer, CLiF donated $50,000
in new books to these deserving kids.

Finding the right books for each child is
also one of our goals. At a low-income
housing development in Burlington,
when the storytelling was complete, two
young boys refused to choose any books
at all. Reading just wasn’t cool! We
talked with them for a while and found
out their interests. After some cajoling
and encouragement, the 8-year-old
departed with books on sharks, spiders,
and firefighters, and the 11-year-old
selected some adventure chapter books.
“I’ve never seen him pick up a book before!”
commented a stunned family friend.

As the CLiF-mobile drove away the 11-year-
old boy, in dusty shorts and a torn t-shirt,
paced up and down the sidewalk engrossed
in the opening pages of Redwall, a thrilling
adventure tale that might well transform his
view about books and reading. That’s what
Summer Readers is all about!

A young summer reader dives into his new books
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To Contact CLiF:
Duncan McDougall, Executive Director

Children’s Literacy Foundation
1536 Loomis Hill Road 

Waterbury Center, VT 05677
or

P.O. Box 993 • Hanover, NH 03755

802-244-0944 • www.clifonline.org
childrens.literacy@verizon.net

Celebrating CLiF’s 
1st Decade!
Can you believe CLiF is about to complete its first 10 years? Neither can we!  In
March, 2008, the Children’s Literacy Foundation will celebrate its 10th anniversary,
and what a busy, productive, and exciting time it has been. Since we started in
Hanover, NH, in 1998 CLiF has:

➤ Developed 12 innovative programs that help inspire young readers and writers 
at risk of growing up with low literacy skills.

➤ Served more than 65,000 children in almost 300 communities across New
Hampshire and Vermont.

➤ Worked with many target groups including: refugee children; migrant children;
children in shelters and low-income housing; children of prison inmates; children
in rural communities; children in poverty; and families with newborns and infants.

➤ Donated many thousands of new books to children to keep, and set up hundreds
of new children’s book libraries in shelters, low-income housing developments,
prison family visiting rooms, and other locations accessible to at-risk kids.

➤ Sponsored almost 60% of all the rural public libraries across the Twin States
(many of them twice) and all the bookmobiles.

➤ Partnered with some 50 children’s book authors, children’s book illustrators,
poets, and storytellers who give inspiring author/illustrator visits and multi-day
writing workshops to thousands of children each year.

Finally, we have had the honor of receiving generous support from more than 500
individuals, families, companies, foundations, and social organizations that make our
work possible.Thank you so much for investing in CLiF’s programs and enabling us
to touch so many young lives!

Who’s Who
CLiF News Staff:
Jennifer Esser Duncan McDougall
Suzanne Loring Sarah Sargent

CLiF Staff:
Duncan McDougall • Executive Director
Suzanne Loring • Program Coordinator
Jennifer Esser • Communications Coordinator
Janis Minshull • Program Assistant
Sarah Sargent • Communications Advisor

Board of Directors:
Sue Buckholz • Chairwoman
Ilse Ramsey • Treasurer
Michael Gerling • Secretary

Sonja Hakala Harry Nelson
Phil Kolvoord Sylvia Nelson
Duncan McDougall Jason Patenaude

Board of Advisors:
Mary Ahlgren Mary Catherine Jones
Ruth Allard Joanna Rudge Long
Selena Cate Mary Jane Manahan
Peg Downing Sarah Putnam
Kathleen Finn Joanne Scobie
Grace Greene Susan Voake
Ann Hoey

Vermont poet Leland Kinsey conducting three days of workshops 
with young writers in Barton,VT (pop. 3,030)

Duncan McDougall,
CLiF Executive Director

Come visit the CLiF
web site to find

plenty of photos and
information about

CLiF’s twelve
programs and our
work to inspire

young readers and
writers!  You can

also make a secure
online donation.

www.clifonline.org

Visit CLiF’s Web Site!
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Can you imagine life without

books, reading and writing?  If you

can’t, please consider supporting

CLiF through a bequest or

planned gift. By doing so, you will

help CLiF touch the lives of thou-

sands of young readers and writers

for many years to come. In today’s

world, that’s no small achievement!

Please include CLiF in your planned

giving. You can contact Duncan

McDougall at 802-244-0944 or

childrens.literacy@verizon.net

for more information.

Thank you!

Leaving a
Lasting Legacy

In addition to the storytelling and new books, ninety library
cards were issued and each child checked out a new book.
“Some of the families are coming back and we’re getting more walk-ins
now,” said Moretown’s delighted librarian. “To register that many
children and check out 109 books that day, our largest circulation ever,
shows how important CLiF’s visit was.”

Despite the Moretown Memorial Library’s proximity to the
town’s elementary school, few of the students in Moretown,VT
(pop. 1,653) had ever stepped inside the small building. That
changed in May when CLiF sponsored the library.

Class by class students strolled down Main Street on a warm spring
day to visit the one-room library, listen to one of the eight CLiF
storytelling presentations, and admire the $2,000 in new children’s
books CLiF had donated. All day long the library was wall-to-wall
with new books, wide-eyed listeners, and inspiring tales.

“Many of the children had never been here before and the majority did
not even know we were a library, as the building is an old house,” said
librarian Polly Bentley. Until CLiF’s visit, the library worked
with a meager annual book budget. “Last year we bought 18 books
with $200,” said Bentley. CLiF’s donation gave the library ten
years worth of new books in one day.

This sponsorship was generously funded by members of the Lake
Champlain Regional Chamber of Commerce (LCRCC). “Our
members loved supporting CLiF and helping out the library,” said Susan
Boardman-Fayette, Director of Membership for LCRCC. “We
really wanted to select an organization that put the money to good use.”

A Tiny Library Comes Alive

Moretown elementary school students entering their public library,
many for the very first time

Two New Faces at CLiF
We are delighted to welcome two new
members to the CLiF staff. Suzanne
Loring has joined CLiF as our Program
Coordinator, and Jennifer Esser is our
Communications Coordinator.They are
both based in CLiF's Waterbury Center

office. Suzanne has worked as a magazine
editor, director of publications and public
relations, freelance writer, and children's
librarian. Jennifer was previously manag-
ing editor of the conservation journal
Wild Earth.

Karen Case, our stellar Program
Coordinator for the past three
years, has left CLiF to join 
the Community College of
Vermont. We will miss her!
Fortunately, Sarah Sargent
remains on staff, but she has
reduced her hours so she can
teach at University of Vermont.
Janis Minshull continues to
help CLiF fine-tune our
programs by gathering detailed
client feedback after each 
CLiF sponsorship.

Please give us a call or visit us
in Waterbury Center. We’d
love to hear your voice or
give you a tour of ‘CLiF
World Headquarters’!

New CLiF staff members Suzanne Loring 
and Jennifer Esser
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A Low-Income Housing
Development Gets a Boost

As part of these sponsorships CLiF: 1) donates a new children’s
library for the family visiting room so families can read together;
2) performs an animated storytelling program for families to
spark enthusiasm for reading; and 3) provides seminars for
inmates to encourage and help them to read to their children.

Because incarcerated parents and their children have very few
opportunities to sit down and read a story together, CLiF also
supports the Storybook Project.This program allows inmates
to select new children’s books to read aloud onto audio or
video tapes and then send the recordings and books home to
their children.

Said the Program Coordinator at the Hillsborough County
Department of Corrections in Manchester, NH, “The Storybook
Project generates enthusiasm with every group who participates.Thanks
to CLiF’s donation, 8 children, between the ages of 8 months and 10
years, will experience the joy of hearing their mother read a great 
children’s book to them.”

One female inmate recently wrote to CLiF: “There isn’t much here
we can do for our children so this allowed us to put a smile on their faces.”

Nationally, some 70% of prison inmates have low literacy skills,
and their children are at very high risk in this area as well.
Consequently, over the past four years CLiF has provided support
to children of inmates by sponsoring 17 prisons and jails across
New Hampshire and Vermont.

An infant listens intently to her father’s voice reading Where the 
Wild Things Are, the storybook he recorded for her  

Connecting Prison Families Through Stories

Young Romano Circle residents hearing great stories before selecting new books to keep

Until recently Romano Circle, a low-
income housing development with 60
children in Lebanon, NH, held monthly
storytelling events with the help of a local

teacher. However, this teacher retired and
the community needed a literacy boost.

“The CLiF sponsorship could not have come
at a better time,” said Jonathan Chaffee,

executive director of the Lebanon
Housing Authority. “We are excited to
continue the book tradition with the new
library from CLiF and we will perhaps hold 
a reading night of our own.”

Granted a sponsorship in June, Romano
Circle received $2,500 worth of hardcover
children’s books for a new library in their
community center as well as a storytelling
presentation given by CLiF’s Duncan
McDougall.All 22 of the children present
enjoyed five stories and then chose three
books of their own to take home and keep.
The remaining children at Romano Circle
selected books later that week.

“The kids were so happy to have the books
and pick them out themselves.To have three
books to own is really something for this
population,” explained Dede Mackie,
organizer at Romano Circle.

The sponsorship was funded by the
Hanover and Lebanon Rotary Clubs,
which are also donating a rolling library
case to house all the new books.
Romano Circle plans to create a lending
library once the shelving arrives. Noted
Chaffee, “We are very surprised at how
many books we received.The library is a 
treasure trove and we are very thankful.”
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As usual, many of the CLiF events and
programs across the Twin States have been
covered by newspapers, magazines, and TV
and radio stations. Here’s a small sampling of
what some of the journalists had to say….

The Charlotte News 
“In too many homes reading takes a back-
seat to the very real struggle to put food on
the table or to fill the car with gas. That’s
why I so dearly love a little non-profit with a
gigantic heart called CLiF….Whenever I talk
about what they do, I get goose bumps
because I just can’t believe that someone
could make this happen.The minimal, enthusi-
astic staff at CLiF gets books into the hands
of kids who don’t live in book worlds.”

Livin’ Magazine
“The idea (of CLiF’s Rural Library Program)
is to introduce kids to their local library and
get them jazzed about reading. If the wide
eyes, periodic gasps and flurry of whispers
among the children are any indication of the
success, by all accounts it’s working.”

The Transcript
“Duncan McDougall is simply captivating….
In McDougall’s hands, a book becomes an
adventure. His love of reading is infectious.”

American Libraries Magazine 
“In consultation with a board of advisors
and a network of donors and volunteers,
CLiF has grown to encompass 12 outreach
programs serving thousands of children each
year. Book donations, storytimes, and
writing workshops provided by renowned
New England authors like Katherine
Paterson and Karen Hesse result.” 

The log walls of the old camp building echoed with laughter and squeals of surprise.
Some 115 children listened as three storytellers wove a magical tale about “three 
brothers who have gone out into the world to seek their fortune.”

The young audience knew well the challenges of going out into the world to seek one’s
fortune. They were children of migrant families. Their parents earn a living working
on dairy farms, planting, picking, and generally going where they can to earn money.
These children often experience limited opportunities as a result of rural isolation,
poverty, and disruption of education due to frequent moves.

For the 4th summer, CLiF continued our successful partnership with CAMP! (Camp
Exclamation Point), a non-profit organization that provides a free week of summer
camp to children of migrant families from Vermont and New Hampshire. This year,
CLiF: 1) provided an on-site library of new children’s books for campers and coun-
selors to use during the week; 2) organized a special evening of stories by professional
storytellers Simon Brooks and Angela Klinger (who donated their time) and CLiF’s
Duncan McDougall; 3) talked about the power of books and reading with all the
campers; and 4) allowed each camper to select three new books to keep for their own.

One evening a counselor read a book aloud until he thought his campers were asleep.
“Is anyone still awake?” he whispered.A sleepy camper mumbled, “I’m almost asleep. I can
feel my dreams in my hands. Every time I blink I get part of my dream.” CAMP! and CLiF
are doing everything we can to help these children achieve their dreams.

Helping Migrant Children
Reach for Their Dreams

Nobody asked these children to sit down 
and read their new CLiF books. They just 

can’t help themselves!

“Say ‘Books!’ ” Happy campers with their selections
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On September 21, some 75 energetic
librarians, bookmobile operators, and
outreach coordinators from more than 40
communities across New Hampshire and
Vermont gathered in White River
Junction,VT to share ideas on the best
ways to take their books, stories, and
programs out into their communities.

Conference attendees tour a bookmobile

Outreach Conference
“…An Absolute Blast!”

The “Taking It on the Road” conference
was specifically designed to inspire open
discussion. The all-day event, co-sponsored
by CLiF, the New Hampshire State
Library, and the Vermont Department of
Libraries, featured three panel discussions.
During each panel experts briefly gave
their opinions on topics ranging from

summer services to working with senior
citizens outside of the library, and then
the conversation was opened up to
anyone in the room. By the end of the
day more than 50 people had offered
ideas and suggestions.

The post-conference feedback forms
showed this ‘community brainstorming’
format was very popular. “Very helpful
and enjoyable day.The interaction with
others and all the panels were excellent,”
said one attendee. “This was a great
conference. There was a lot of time to talk to
people and a lot of feedback and new ideas,”
commented another.

Some of the best discussions of the day
took place at lunch. CLiF arranged
theme tables on subjects such as book-
mobiles, fundraising, teens/tweens, and
great books.These smaller groups lent
themselves to deeper dialogue surround-
ing these issues and allowed everyone to
have their questions answered. During
the day conference-goers were also
treated to tours of bookmobiles parked
nearby and a movie capturing the last
100 years of bookmobiles in Vermont.

“I had an absolute blast. I learned so much,”
commented a pleased attendee. So did we!

Bob, the Rooster 
by Tracey Campbell Pearson
(ages Infant-PreK)
“A very cute, interactive
read-aloud. Grown-ups like
it too.” [Montpelier,VT] 

Actual Size (Series)
by Steve Jenkins (ages 4-12)
“Depicts actual size of
animal parts, crocodile to
mouse, as compared to
young readers.Very
successful with preschool
crowd.” [Colchester,VT] 

I’m Dirty
by Kate and Jim McMullan
(ages PreK-2)
“It’s about a backhoe, so little
boys love it!” [Lyndonville,VT]

The Warriors (Series)
by Erin Hunter (ages 9-12)
“Fiction series. Great for both
boys and girls. Adventure!”
[Bristol,VT]

The holiday giving season is almost upon us. If you’re trying to find
some of the most popular children’s books for the young readers on
your list, look no further!  At the ‘Taking It on the Road’ Conference we
polled the experts—dozens of librarians and bookmobile operators—
to learn which children’s books are flying off the shelves these days.
We’ve listed the ‘hot’ books below as well as brief comments from the
librarians and bookmobile operators. Happy shopping (and reading)!

Secrets of Droon (Series)
by Tony Abbott (ages 7-9)
“Very enjoyable to read out
loud!” [Colchester,VT]

One-Handed Catch
by MJ Auch (ages 9-12)
“Great baseball story. Funny and
serious in turn.”  [Grafton, NH]

Maximum Ride (Series)
by James Patterson (ages 12+)
“Adult author who doesn’t
‘write down’ to young adults.”
[Greenfield, NH]

Connor and Liam Guyette of Waterbury,VT
covered with the new books Connor collected at

his 6th birthday party and donated to CLiF

Looking for Some ‘Hot’ Children’s Books?

Many individuals
and groups hold
book drives for
CLiF. It’s a big
help!  Please
contact us if
you’d like to
organize one.

Thanks!



Since 1998 CLiF has touched the lives of tens of thousands of children in 295 towns across New Hampshire and Vermont. CLiF provides
sponsorships to rural public libraries as well as to children served by homeless shelters, women’s shelters, low-income housing and bookmobiles.
CLiF works with children’s book authors and illustrators to provide presentations to children in rural areas. We give 3-day writing workshops
to children in rural elementary schools, award Rainy Day sponsorships to towns facing severe economic challenges, and provide new books and
literacy support to children of prison inmates, migrant children, refugee children, children in poverty, and families with newborns.

CLiF Sponsorships

Bookmobiles Shelters/Low-Income Housing 

Rural Libraries Prison Program Authors/Illustrators

Writing Workshops Rainy Day Families with Newborns

Refugee Program Migrant Children Summer Readers

Towns CLiF has
served within

the past year are
listed in red.

M A P  L E G E N D
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Note from a young CLiF reader

A happy Summer Readers Program participant 
with her new CLiF books

When you’re done, 

please share this 

newsletter with a friend!


