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Nurturing a love of reading and writing among
children throughout New Hampshire and Vermont

“No more pencils, no more books” is not just
a saying at the end of the school year, but
an unfortunate truth in the lives of many
children during the summertime. CLiF’s
Summer Readers program works to
combat this situation, inspiring kids to pick
up a book and read during summer break.

At town parks and summer camps, in
school gyms and mobile home parks, CLiF
brings stories and books to children who
may not otherwise be exposed to them.
During each visit, a CLiF representative
gives a 45-minute storytelling presentation.
Afterwards, all the children choose two
books from a selection of brand new 
children’s books to take home and keep.

This past summer CLiF visited more
than 25 sites across Vermont and New
Hampshire, touching the lives of 1,400
children, 70% of whom are from low-
income families.

A new recipient of the CLiF Summer
Readers sponsorship was Copper Cannon,
a summer camp for underserved youth in
New Hampshire. “For many of these children,
this week at Copper Cannon is the only time
all summer when they have a chance to forget
about their everyday struggles at home and
just be kids,” said Stephen Hudon of
Copper Cannon. “CLiF helped by giving
them an instant escape, always at their finger-
tips. Even at home they can open their brand-
new, donated books and forget their problems 
for a while.Without selfless organizations like
CLiF, the underprivileged youth of New
Hampshire and Vermont would never know the
importance of literacy and the power of books.”

CLiF also visited many refugee and
immigrant children at the Beech Street
School in Manchester, NH. “The books
that the kids were able to choose were just
outstanding,” said Kelly Dvareckas, an 
ELL teacher at the school’s summer

Happy kids with their new CLiF books in the northern mill town of Berlin, NH

Books and Fun in the
Summer Sun

camp. “For many of our students these are
the only books that are in their home.”

If you know of a camp or summer food
site that would be interested in having a
visit from CLiF next summer, please
contact suzanne@clifonline.org.
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To Contact CLiF:
Duncan McDougall, Executive Director

Children’s Literacy Foundation
1536 Loomis Hill Road 

Waterbury Center, VT 05677
or

P.O. Box 993 • Hanover, NH 03755

802.244.0944 • www.clifonline.org
clif@clifonline.org

A CLiF Quiz
CLiF has grown so quickly over the past decade that even longtime supporters are
surprised to learn what we’re accomplishing these days. For example, did you know …?

➤ This year CLiF will serve 26 times more children than we did in our first year (1998).

➤ CLiF now operates 15 literacy programs, and all are offered completely free of charge.

➤ We will serve 13,000 children this year and have worked with young readers and
writers in more than 325 communities across New Hampshire and Vermont.

➤ We reach out to: children in shelters and low-income housing; children of
prison inmates; refugee children; migrant children; children in Head Start;
children in poverty; children in rural communities; children in childcare;
foster children; and many other at-risk and rural children.

➤ We offer author visits, writing workshops, literacy presentations, storytelling, new
books to keep, and many other forms of literacy support.

➤ We have a staff of five, nine Directors, 13 Advisors, a dozen volunteers, and more
than 50 children’s book authors and illustrators, poets, writers, and storytellers
who give inspiring presentations to young readers and writers on CLiF’s behalf.

➤ We offer all these programs for less than $22 per child.

We simply could NOT accomplish all of this without your help.We hope you will
support CLiF’s programs and enable us to touch many more young lives. Thank you!

Who’s Who
CLiF News Staff:
Jennifer Esser Duncan McDougall
Suzanne Loring

CLiF Staff:
Duncan McDougall • Executive Director
Suzanne Loring • Program Coordinator
Jennifer Esser • Communications Coordinator
Mary Catherine Jones • Program Assistant
Kim Belongia • Communications Assistant

Board of Directors:
Sue Buckholz • Chairwoman
Jason Patenaude • Treasurer
Michael Gerling • Secretary

Sonja Hakala Duncan McDougall
Beth Healy Harry Nelson
Phil Kolvoord Sylvia Nelson

Board of Advisors:
Mary Ahlgren Ann Hoey
Ruth Allard Mary Catherine Jones
Selena Cate Joanna Rudge Long
Peg Downing Sarah Putnam
Toni Eubanks Joanne Scobie
Kathleen Finn Susan Voake
Grace Greene

Duncan McDougall spinning tales in Woodbury,VT (pop. 823)

Duncan McDougall,
CLiF Executive Director

Can you imagine life without books, reading,
and writing?  If you can’t, please consider
supporting CLiF through a bequest or

planned gift. You’ll allow CLiF to continue
“Opening Books, Opening Minds, Opening

Doors” for thousands of children for decades
to come. Please let us know if you’ve

included CLiF in your planned giving so we
can share our thanks. For more information

contact Duncan at 802.244.0944 or  
clif@clifonline.org

Thank you!

Leaving a Lasting Legacy
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To help support these children and their
families, this summer CLiF granted King
Street a literacy sponsorship.And so it
was, on a lovely July day, that almost 50
children gathered in the center’s gym and
stared wide-eyed at the huge display of
beautiful new children’s books that
awaited them.When the excited laughter
died down, a CLiF presenter talked with
the kids about the power and joy of
reading and writing. He described many
of the $2,000 worth of new, hardcover

In recent years, hundreds of refugee
families have chosen Burlington,VT as
their new home. Many are served by the
King Street Youth Center (KSYC), a
non-profit organization that provides
valuable programs and social services to
low-income families.

Roughly 120 children visit the center
each day. “The challenges faced by our children
begin with poverty and lack of resources,”
explained KSYC Director Vicky Smith.

Leda Schubert: Connecting
Books and Kids
All her life, Leda Schubert has been
doing everything she can to bring books
and children together. She has worked 
as a school librarian, public librarian, and
school library consultant to the Vermont
Department of Education.

She was in her fifties, however, when her
books Winnie All Day Long and Winnie
Plays Ball were published and she finally
fulfilled her dream to become a children’s
book author. Schubert now writes full-
time, boasts two other published titles,
and has more on the way.

As a CLiF author presenter and writer-
in-residence, Schubert imparts her love 
of reading and writing to children across 

Vermont. “I love doing CLiF visits because
I love the chance to talk to kids about writing
and reading and to hear their questions,” said
Schubert.

In addition to serving as a CLiF presen-
ter, Schubert has also helped to put new
books into the hands of children by
donating hundreds of new picture and
chapter books to CLiF. “There are few
things more important to me than putting
good books in the hands of young readers,”
said Schubert. “By making good readers,
we create a population that understands
story, and children who can develop a love for
something that will sustain them their entire
lives—reading.” Thank you Leda!

Bob, Leda, and Pogo Schubert with a few of 
the books they have donated to CLiF

A Royal Welcome at King Street 
children’s books that CLiF was donating
to enhance KSYC’s on-site library. (CLiF
had given the youth center a similar spon-
sorship in 2000.) He told stories, read a
book aloud, and then talked about the
hundreds of new books he had brought 
to give away to the young readers.

When the 45-minute celebration of books
and stories was complete, each excited
child was able to select three new books of
their choice to keep for their own. For
many of these children, the CLiF books
represented their entire personal collection.

“Wow, what a party!” exclaimed Smith after
the event. “Fun, festive and highly organized,
the CLiF presentation really inspired the chil-
dren. The books are all of outstanding quality.
They are woven into the fabric of everything we
do now. In fact, one of our best camp activities
was when we held a medieval festival inspired
directly by one of the new CLiF books.”

We didn’t need a castle or king to appreci-
ate the royal welcome CLiF received from
the children and staff at the King Street
Youth Center. “Feed the brain, feed the spirit,”
Smith remarked. Indeed!  CLiF thanks the
Vermont Community Foundation for their
generous support of this wonderful event.

Feeling like queens with their new books at King Street
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CLiF was thrilled to support the vision of
a 14-year-old boy from Rollinsford, NH
by granting a Rural Library Sponsorship
to the newly founded Rollinsford Library.

A testament to the saying “dreams can come
true,” the Rollinsford Library first opened
its doors in the spring of 2008 after five
long years of planning, largely motivated
by the perseverance of RJ Bolian, whose
dream it was to create a library in his town.

In 2003, at the age of 10, RJ first decided
to push for a library in Rollinsford. Since
then he, his mother Donna Bolian, and
countless others have done all they can to
make RJ’s dream a reality.They organized
fundraisers, including the creation of Flavors
from Far and Near, a celebrity cookbook
that garnered the response and support of
many luminaries including authors Lois
Lowry and Dan Brown, local and state
politicians, and even the president of the
United States! They collected books, wrote
grants, and were thrilled when the owners
of the newly renovated mills in Rollinsford
offered free space for the library overlook-
ing the Salmon Falls River.

Needless to say, CLiF was happy to join
in supporting the birth of a new library,

fourth through sixth grades. Commented
Donna Bolian: “Duncan had them in the
palm of his hands.The kids were glued to the
performance. I’ve worked with children for
years and seen lots of assemblies … it just
doesn’t get much better than this!”

It was during these events that CLiF
presented more than $2,000 worth of
new children’s books to the library’s
collection. “Our collection was entirely
comprised of donated books, so many of our
children's books were a bit ragged around the
edges. Your books are shiny, new, and special
in our library!” said Niedzolkowski.

For many of the children, the CLiF events
were the first time they had been to the
new library, and dozens got their first library
card.The library acquired many new books
and new users, and Rollinsford acquired a
beautiful library that will last for decades
to come. RJ’s dream has come true.

and we granted Rollinsford a Rural
Library Sponsorship.

“We are a start-up library with no town,
state, or federal funding,” said Tamara
Niedzolkowski, Rollinsford’s Library
Director.“Our entire existence depends
upon donations so we greatly needed and
appreciated being a CLiF recipient.”

As a part of this sponsorship, all 210
elementary school children were invited
down to the library for storytelling
presentations given by CLiF Director
Duncan McDougall—one event for
students in Kindergarten through third
grade, and the other for students in the

Rollinsford Library:
Dreams Can Come True

Great books and stories spark an enthusiastic Rollinsford audience

Surf on Over to www.clifonline.org !
Earlier in 2008 CLiF completed its first major website update 
in seven years, and we are very excited to show you what we’ve
done. In addition to lots of photos and full descriptions of
CLiF’s 15 programs, at
www.clifonline.org you’ll find:

➤ An updated calendar of all CLiF
events across NH and VT. Join
us at an upcoming event!

➤ Brief bios and photos of CLiF
staff members, board members,
and our 50 presenters.

➤ The CLiF Booklist — a search-
able, sortable list of almost 800
inspiring children’s books for 

children from birth to age 12. Check it out for gift ideas or
books to read to your kids.

➤ Instructions on how to apply for CLiF’s free sponsorships.

➤ A secure site for making
online donations to CLiF,
and information about
various donation 
opportunities.

➤ Recent newsletters, annual
reports, articles, and a link
to the new 10-minute
CLiF DVD with colorful
footage of our programs.

See you online!Boys, books, and big smiles at Camp Exclamation Point in Fairlee,VT
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CLiF gives away many thousands of new
books to deserving children each year to
keep for their own, and we rely on a variety
of sources to help keep our shelves stocked
with picture books, chapter books, board
books, nonfiction books, and any volumes
that pique the interest of our young readers.

Many books come from First Book, a
nonprofit that provides new children’s
books for free to community organizations
like CLiF. Some children’s book publishers
periodically send along boxes of books for
CLiF to distribute to young readers. CLiF
also purchases new books at a significant
discount through the First Book
Marketplace, or through special literacy
deals that publishing companies provide.

We also depend on dozens of individual
donors to help keep our book stock up-to-
date and full of variety. Birthday boys and
girls collect books for CLiF in lieu of birth-
day presents; authors and book reviewers
support CLiF by adding hundreds of
picture and chapter books to our collection;
and other generous folks organize book
drives for CLiF in schools, book stores,
churches, and with community groups.

We’re always looking for a variety of
brand-new books for infants through
sixth graders. If you have any ideas on
ways for us to collect new books or want
to help out on our book quest, please
contact Suzanne at 802.244.0944 or
suzanne@clifonline.org. Thanks!

Where Does
CLiF Get Its
Books? 

Library Director Mary Danko telling the children of Weathersfield,VT
(pop. 2,788) about her library’s new CLiF books

A Meaningful Holiday Gift 

Many of us are challenged when it comes
to picking out a meaningful holiday gift
for a friend or loved one. If you’re facing
this holiday conundrum, or if you’d like
to honor the memory of a loved one,
why not consider making a donation to
CLiF in that person’s name?

We will send a special packet to the indi-
vidual(s) of your choice or their family
informing them of their gift and including
information about CLiF and our programs.

The recipients will appreciate knowing that
their gift helped touch young lives.

If you know someone who cherishes (or
cherished) books and children, consider
making a gift to CLiF in their name. To
make an honorary or memorial gift, send
a check with the name and address of the
person you would like to honor to:
CLiF, 1536 Loomis Hill Road,Waterbury
Center,VT 05677, or donate by visiting
our secure website at www.clifonline.org. This is what happens to the books CLiF receives!

Letter from an
Inmate’s Wife
CLiF’s Prison Sponsorships offer a variety of ways
to help inmates and their children stay connected
through books and reading. We create on-site
libraries by donating books to prison family visiting
rooms, provide storytelling for inmates and their
families, and offer literacy seminars for inmates.
CLiF also supports the Storybook Program which
gives inmates the opportunity to select a new
book, record it on tape, and then send a tape and
the book home to each of their children.

Recently, we were touched to receive a copy of a
letter sent to an inmate from his wife. It captured
perfectly why the Storybook Program is so
significant in the lives of children.

To learn more about CLiF’s prison sponsorships
and the storybook program, please visit us online
at www.clifonline.org or call 802-244-0944.

Hi Sweetie,

I wanted to let you know
that those tapes with the
books you sent to your kidsare the MOST meaningfulgift you’ve ever thought ofdoing. Oh my God, I meanSUPER MEANINGFULfor both of our kids.

Angelina heard [your story]five times the first night
(two nights ago) and yester-day she heard it twice, butshe also wants to listen toGio’s tape. It’s not jealousy,it’s just that she wants tosee what Gio got. And sheshows Gio the books andopens the pages for him.

Anyway, that’s the most
meaningful gift you have
ever given to them!
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CLiF’s Annual Library Conference enables
us to inspire and support rural library staff,
trustees, volunteers, and others who provide
essential literacy services to children.

These gatherings are very popular. CLiF’s 5th
Library Conference, held on September 19
in White River Junction, sold out almost two
months in advance and drew participants
from 70 towns throughout New Hampshire
and Vermont. The theme was “Turning Your

Librarians, staff, and library trustees share ideas at the 5th CLiF Library Conference

Library into a Community Center.” Panel
topics included ‘Identifying Your Community
Needs,’ ‘Selecting and Managing Your
Technology,’ and ‘Programming for a
Variety of Ages and Groups.’ During each
panel, local experts offered opinions and
advice, and then the conversation opened
up to everyone in the room.

During the resulting open discussion and
brainstorming nearly all 90 attendees shared

Summer reading loss—when children’s reading skills decline
over the summer vacation—is a well-documented problem, and
has been shown to affect low-income children much more than
their higher-income peers. Educators at Jaffrey Grade School in
Jaffrey, NH, had this so-called “summer slide” in mind when
they proposed a summer bookmobile for their community.

Teachers at the school came up with the bookmobile idea “as a
way of bringing books and tutoring to students, especially those who
would not attend summer school or visit the town library due to a lack of
transportation or time,” explained Title I Reading Teacher Paulette
Slovenkai.The new bookmobile, named “The Mighty Book Bus”
by the students, clearly warranted a CLiF sponsorship. On June 2,
2008, CLiF helped kick off the bookmobile’s first season by donat-
ing $2,000 worth of brand-new books and giving two storytelling
presentations to 400 children from Kindergarten through Grade 5.

The “bus” scheduled stops at parks, playgrounds, and neighbor-
hood centers, and circulated its books to anyone in the commu-
nity. “We had a great first year!” said Slovenkai. “Many of the
CLiF books were borrowed several times over.We saw an average of

The Mighty Book Bus delivers to some happy clients

The Mighty Book
Bus Delivers 

70 Communities Represented 
at CLiF Library Conference!

100 children per week. In five weeks we serviced 214 children in the
Jaffrey area and they borrowed a total of 1,079 books!”

Slovenkai continued, “The hope is that putting books in the hands 
of our students all summer will have helped to keep their reading skills
sharp and their reading level the same or better by September.” This
fall the Jaffrey Grade School will assess students to determine
whether the bookmobile made a difference. Given the enthusi-
asm of parents, teachers, the school board, and Jaffrey’s children
for “The Mighty Book Bus,” and the town’s plans to expand
outreach next summer, we think the results are already in!

comments or questions. Participants
learned about how to make their
library a community resource, and the
suggestions ran the gamut: ways to
collaborate with local schools;
effective after-school programs;
Welcome Baby Bags for all newborns
in town; hosting a “stuffed animal
sleepover”; and dozens more interest-
ing schemes were offered.

Conference-goers raved about the
day-long event, and especially
enjoyed the brainstorming format
and the opportunity to network.
The glowing comments from the
feedback forms included:

Wonderful!  The exchange of ideas, the idea
board, and networking were invaluable!

Excellent! Motivation to go back 
and start lots of new programs!

Your conferences inspire me all year long!

CLiF thanks the Donley Foundation
for supporting CLiF’s 2008 Library
Conference and for helping us to
inspire those who work to encourage
reading (and so much more) in their
communities.



Since 1998 CLiF has touched the lives of more than 75,000 children in 325 towns across New Hampshire and Vermont. CLiF provides
sponsorships to rural public libraries as well as to children served by homeless shelters, women’s shelters, low-income housing, and bookmobiles. CLiF
works with children’s book authors and illustrators to provide presentations to children in rural areas. We send writers-in-residence to elementary
schools, award Rainy Day sponsorships to towns facing severe economic challenges, and provide new books and literacy support to children of
prison inmates, migrant children, refugee children, children in poverty, Head Start children, children in childcare, and families with newborns.

CLiF Sponsorships (January - December 2008)

Rural Libraries Shelters/Low-Income Housing

Bookmobiles Authors/Illustrators

Prison Program Writing Workshops Migrant Children Families with Newborns

Rainy Day Refugee Program Summer Readers Head Start CLiF Choice
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M A P  L E G E N D
Towns CLiF is serving for the 

first time are listed in red.

We finally ran out of
space on our map!  This

new version shows all the
sponsorships CLiF

awarded in 2008. Towns in
red are being sponsored
for the very first time.
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Note from a young CLiF reader

A chocolate-smeared CLiF reader at a low-income 
housing development in New Hampshire

When you’re done, 

please share this 

newsletter with a friend!


