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Nurturing a love of reading and writing among
children throughout New Hampshire and Vermont

The Roger Clark Memorial Library in
Pittsfield,VT (pop. 450), has had its share
of challenges in recent years.The library
closed for a while in 2006 for budgetary
reasons, but the townspeople rallied,
fighting to keep the building open and
assembling an enthusiastic staff of local
volunteers. Since then, the library has
been squeaking by with a total annual
budget of $350.

The citizens of Pittsfield have been doing
everything they can to keep their library
alive and thriving as a source of great
books and as a community center.
Consequently, they were delighted 
when CLiF sponsored the Roger Clark
Memorial Library in October, 2007.

CLiF donated $2,000 worth of new,
hardcover children’s books and audio

books to the library’s collection and
provided storytelling for all of the town’s
children.The town has no school of its
own. Pittsfield children are sent to schools
in neighboring communities, so CLiF
gave special presentations in elementary
schools in nearby Stockbridge, Rochester,
and Killington, and we inspired more
than 250 young readers that day.

“The CLiF sponsorship has given us a
tremendous boost of energy, excitement, and
drive towards increasing community involvement
in our library,” said Angelique Lee, library
volunteer. “Kids are definitely excited to
browse the new books, and our space looks 
very inviting with the books on display.”

In addition to the school visits, CLiF
held a special after-school storytelling
presentation in the Pittsfield Town Hall.

Wall-to-wall children and books in Killington,VT

A Rural Library is Reborn

After the festive event, the staff signed up
43 children and adults for library cards
and checked out more books than in any
other day in the library’s history.

“Adults and children have been thrilled to see
new books in the library,” said Lee.“Actually,
we don’t have very many of them in the
library because so many were checked out 
the day of the event and the days following.
To have our tiny library packed to overflowing
with new visitors was exciting!”
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Starting CLiF’s 
Second Decade
We’re all very excited and proud that CLiF completed its first ten years of service in
March, 2008, and that our organization is poised to continue growing and thriving as
we enter our second decade. As every child knows, turning ten is a big deal, and to
mark this auspicious occasion we:

➤ Produced a ten-minute DVD that provides colorful footage from CLiF’s 15
programs. Videographer Vince Franke of Peregrine Productions did an 
outstanding job. You can view the DVD on our new website, or contact us 
and we’ll be glad to send you a copy.

➤ Hosted a tenth Anniversary Celebration dinner at Collis Hall in Hanover, NH 
for 160 supporters, presenters, board members, volunteers and staff.
What a fun evening!

➤ Conducted the first major update of our website in seven years.Visit
www.clifonline.org to see all the changes for yourself.

➤ Held a day-long strategic planning retreat with all nine CLiF Directors and
developed plans and goals for CLiF’s next ten years.

One of the short-term goals that emerged from our retreat is to spend more time
working directly with at-risk families and helping and encouraging those parents to
read with their children on a regular basis.As usual, CLiF did not waste any time,
and within weeks we had begun building productive new partnerships with Head
Start and Kids-A-Part (see p. 3) that have helped us make progress in this area.

We can’t wait to see what CLiF will accomplish during our second decade.
Thank you so much for investing in CLiF’s programs and allowing us to offer them at
no charge to almost 12,000 young readers and writers every year. Given what’s going
on in the housing and stock markets, it may well be your best investment all year!

Who’s Who
CLiF News Staff:
Jennifer Esser Duncan McDougall
Suzanne Loring

CLiF Staff:
Duncan McDougall • Executive Director
Suzanne Loring • Program Coordinator
Jennifer Esser • Communications Coordinator
Janis Minshull • Program Assistant
Kim Belongia • Communications Assistant

Board of Directors:
Sue Buckholz • Chairwoman
Ilse Ramsey • Treasurer
Michael Gerling • Secretary

Sonja Hakala Harry Nelson
Phil Kolvoord Sylvia Nelson
Duncan McDougall Jason Patenaude

Board of Advisors:
Mary Ahlgren Mary Catherine Jones
Ruth Allard Joanna Rudge Long
Selena Cate Mary Jane Manahan
Peg Downing Sarah Putnam
Kathleen Finn Joanne Scobie
Grace Greene Susan Voake
Ann Hoey

Guests at CLiF’s tenth anniversary celebration listening to guest speaker Ted Scheu

Duncan McDougall,
CLiF Executive Director

Can you imagine life without books, reading,
and writing?  If you can’t, please consider
supporting CLiF through a bequest or

planned gift. You’ll allow CLiF to continue
“Opening Books, Opening Minds, Opening

Doors” for thousands of children for decades
to come. Please let us know if you’ve

included CLiF in your planned giving so we
can share our thanks. For more information

contact Duncan at 802-244-0944 or  
clif@clifonline.org

Thank you!

Leaving a Lasting Legacy
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➤ Instructions on how to apply for
CLiF’s free sponsorships.

CLiF is completing its first major website
update in seven years, and we are very
excited to show you what we’ve done.
In addition to lots of photos and full
descriptions of CLiF’s 15 programs, at
www.clifonline.org you’ll find:

➤ An updated calendar of all CLiF
events across NH and VT. Join us at
an upcoming event!

➤ Brief bios and photos of all CLiF
staff members, board members, and
more than 50 presenters.

Partnerships Help
CLiF Serve More
Children
With more than half of US students
failing to reach a proficient level in
writing, and almost two-thirds of low-
income children without a book of their
own at home, there is no shortage of
children who need CLiF’s help. In order
to serve as many of these at-risk children
as possible, CLiF has formed partnerships
with more than a dozen organizations
throughout the Twin States.Three of
CLiF’s most recent partners include 
Head Start, Kids-A-Part, and the Vermont
Campaign to End Childhood Hunger.

Head Start is a national program that
provides comprehensive development
services for low-income children and
social services for their families.The
organization has a strong focus on literacy.
Thousands of children and families across
New Hampshire and Vermont participate
in Head Start.

This past winter CLiF began visiting
individual Head Start sites to talk with
parents about the importance of reading
with their children.We also conduct
storytelling presentations for the kids, set
up on-site libraries, and give children
brand-new books to take home and keep.
“We’re really delighted to partner with CLiF,”

said Linda Farr, a
Head Start team
manager. “Both our
organizations strive
to encourage parents
to read with their
children and to have
kids love books.And
to be able to give
these families new
books is fantastic.”

A program of the Vermont Children’s Aid
Society, Kids-A-Part provides a variety
of support services to children of female
prisoners, the children’s caregivers, and
the female prisoners themselves. Kids-
A-Part supports and strengthens these 
at-risk families and promotes nurturing
environments for their children.

CLiF shares those same goals. Over the
past five years CLiF’s Prison Program has
worked with hundreds of inmates and
their children in all 16 prisons across
New Hampshire and Vermont. CLiF and
Kids-A-Part are planning projects that
will likely involve supporting children
and caregivers outside prison and bring-
ing stories and new books to a summer
camp for children of inmates.

For the past three summers, CLiF has been
working with the Vermont Campaign
to End Childhood Hunger to reach
children from low-income families who
are involved with summer food programs.

At each Summer Readers event we
perform storytelling, talk about our love
of books and reading, and let each child
choose some new children’s books.
“Our campers were enthralled by the CLiF
presentation.... They were delighted to learn
they could select three books for their own.
Some campers said they had never owned a
book before,” said Pat Williams, SCAMP
daycamp director in Castleton,VT. This
past summer, CLiF donated $50,000 in
new books to deserving kids in 26
Summer Readers locations.

Happy faces at the Head Start program in Morrisville,VT

Announcing the New CLiF Website!
➤ The CLiF Booklist—a searchable,

sortable list of almost 750 inspiring
books for children from birth to age
12. Check it out for gift ideas or for
books to read to your kids.

➤ A secure site for making online 
donations to CLiF, and information
about various donation opportunities.

➤ Recent newsletters, annual reports,
articles, and a link to the new ten-
minute CLiF DVD with colorful
footage of our programs. See you online!
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Poetry Nights Showcase Young Talent
In recent months, two northern New Hampshire schools—
Groveton Elementary and Colebrook Elementary—each hosted
well-known poet Leland Kinsey for three days of writing work-
shops. Mr. Kinsey shared poetry, discussed language, and collaborated
with almost 150 young writers while visiting these schools.

“The teachers and parents were surprised and amazed at the poems the
children wrote,” commented Ginny Haines,Title I Manager at
Groveton Elementary. Reading Specialist Marsha Biron from
Colebrook said, “Leland Kinsey was absolutely phenomenal at getting
the children to express themselves in their poetry. Students couldn’t wait

for his daily visits. I think that the students, especially some of those who
are struggling in school, really surprised themselves at what they were
able to create.What a positive experience for our students!”

At the conclusion of the CLiF workshops, many students shared
their work with their families and community members at
Poetry Nights emceed by Leland Kinsey himself. Special 
thanks to Leland for his participation in the poetry nights 
(and congratulations on the publication of his new book,
The Immigrant’s Contract). We thought you’d enjoy reading
pieces from budding young writers in these two towns:

Years That Never Come Back
by Marissa Nelson

I think that the years slip away like the
snow on a spring day.

I think the years jump into yellow
blossoms like bees buzzing for
nectar.

I think the years hide in a book like
words being said by a child.

Years fade away like the thoughts in
your mind.

The years act like letters on a
computer keyboard, out of order.

The years get thrown like a football to
the 50-yard touchdown.

My Mother’s Beautiful Voice
by Carlyle Jenson

My mother dresses with love.
My mother eats chocolate cake 

with me.
I see my mother driving to work 

on my little hill.
She brings water to us.
When she goes to work she brushes

her blond hair.
She makes the best food when it is

combined with my grandma’s.
She sings when her favorite song

comes on.
Her hair blows in the wind.
She has little brown stripes in her

blond hair.
She usually wears black high heels

with her cotton tan sweatshirt.
She has a couple of diamond rings.
Her hands are soft as sheep’s wool.
Her voice is like the birds singing 

in the summer when all the little
children are playing outside in 
the pool.

The Flood
by Michael Hastings

The wind whirls by, it’s the end of winter.
All the trees are golden,
the sun glistens in the middle of the sky,
the river was a great pool of melted gold.
The sky was a vast ocean.
The air is full of dust,
the cactus in the pot is dry.
The water from the snow floods over our 

neighbor’s corn fields,
the trees surrounding my house are standing still,
the grass on my lawn is as wet as a fish,
the forest is a whispering machine,
the rocks in the river.
The sound of a hockey buzzer makes the 

crowd roar,
the shadow of a chair fills up half the room,
a gameboard on the floor is teasing me,
all our fun is packed away for tonight.
The dinner smells like fresh peaches.
The t.v. is off,
The radio is on the bright white counter.
There are deer in our field,
Our great big house stands tall,
The roar of the fire hurts my ears.

Leland Kinsey behind some of the young writers at Poetry Night in Colebrook, NH 

For the 3rd consecutive summer
CLiF is partnering with various
community and summer food

programs across New Hampshire 
and Vermont to bring new books and
inspiring storytelling to low-income
children. At each Summer Readers

event we perform stories, talk about
the power of reading, and let each

child select new children’s books to
take home and keep. These events 
are free!  Please call 802.244.0944 
or email suzanne@clifonline.org 

if you’d like to recommend a 
program for CLiF to serve.

Help CLiF Find 
Summer Readers Sites
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Most children living in rural New Hampshire and Vermont have
never met a professional author. As a result, it’s difficult for them
to imagine ever becoming writers themselves. That’s why CLiF
sends children’s book authors and illustrators to give free presen-
tations to children in small towns. Students who attend these
events get to talk face-to-face with authors whose books they

Natalie Inspires Newbury’s Young Writers 

Natalie Kinsey-Warnock makes books come 
alive for kids in Newbury,VT

Reaching Refugee
Children in ELL Classes
CLiF has been serving refugee children
and their families since 2005, when we
began partnering with various refugee
organizations across the Twin States.
Recently CLiF initiated a new approach
to enhance this program: we are now
working with the English Language
Learner (ELL) classes in schools to reach
many more refugee children. English
Language Learners are students who
speak a language other than English at
home and score below proficient on
English assessments when they enter the
school system. Many ELL children face
the additional challenge of being refugees.

CLiF’s refugee program encourages an
enjoyment of reading through enthusiastic
storytelling programs and by providing

appropriate books for ELL students.
Brand-new books, often about the history
and culture of the children’s country of
origin, are given to the sponsored site, and
children attending the storytelling events
also have the opportunity to choose new
books to keep for themselves.

Barre,VT, is one of several towns that
recently received a refugee program
sponsorship. CLiF donated new books
relevant to the refugee community to the
public library and held a storytelling
presentation for ELL children at the local
school. Barre City Elementary and
Middle School ELL Coordinator Elaine
Harrington noted, “Our students were
delighted with the CLiF presentation and
very appreciative of the gift of books.There is

no doubt in my mind that these volumes will
be read and reread many times—and that the
special collection at Aldrich Public Library will
see frequent use.”

By working directly with ELL coordinators
and teachers, we are able to bring together
more children at our events. In the case of
refugee children and families, such literacy
support can make all the difference.

Young readers with their new books at a 
CLiF refugee event in Barre,VT 

have read, and learn firsthand about their careers and inspira-
tions. After such events many a young audience member has
declared: “I want to be a writer!”

In early November CLiF asked beloved children’s book author
and seventh-generation Vermonter Natalie Kinsey-Warnock to
visit 155 children at Newbury Elementary School in Newbury,
VT (pop. 1,995). Natalie shared her love of writing and story-
telling, talked about her 23 children’s books, and described the
other 50 she has in progress!

“It was a fabulous presentation,” said school librarian Cathy
Kidder. “We had scheduled an hour but the kids had so many
questions they stayed another half-hour right up to recess, and would
have stayed longer if we had let them. Natalie has a terrific gift for
connecting with people… and for inspiring them to see their own
lives as a rich source of materials for their own stories. All of our kids
had read several of Natalie’s books, but she brought it full circle in
encouraging them to start writing.We are hoping to compile a school-
wide book of family stories. A presenter like Natalie has a huge
impact on children and staff that extends far into the future—she
inspires and challenges us to act, and is the best role model.”

(CLiF’s new DVD features wonderful footage of Natalie 
interacting with children in Newbury.To see the DVD visit 
our website or contact CLiF and we’ll send you a copy.)



Children’s Literacy Foundation • 1536 Loomis Hill Road • Waterbury Center,VT 05677page 6

Can anything that costs $1,500 possibly be a bargain?  We think so!
By making a gift at that level you can become a Rural Library Sponsor
and enable CLiF to:

Librarian Carol Brock telling local elementary school children in Francestown, NH,
about the $2,000 in new books her library received from CLiF

➤ Provide a needy rural public library with $2,000 
in new children’s books

➤ Give an inspiring storytelling and book delivery 
presentation to all the town’s children from
Kindergarten to Grade 6

➤ Strengthen ties between students, teachers, and their
local public library

➤ Sign many children up for their first library card.

For seven years these sponsorships have remained at $900,
but each year we’ve increased the number of the books
we donate, hence the change in cost.

You’ll be invited to attend the colorful (and uplifting!)
CLiF presentation and witness the direct impact of your
gift. If you can’t attend, we’ll send you photos.You’ll also
select an inscription for bookplates placed in each book.
Many people sponsor a library in honor or in memory of
a special person in their life.

Thanks to your gift of $1,500, you will likely touch the lives
of 100-250 children, strengthen a needy rural library, and
provide $2,000 in new children’s books that will be enjoyed by
families for decades to come. Now that’s a great investment! 

Writer-in-Residence
“I can’t begin to thank CLiF enough for this
opportunity [to have a Writer-in-Residence
in our school].The children were inspired,
engaged, and enthusiastic. It was amazing

to see students who are normally reluctant
to write or participate in class absolutely

thrive under Leland Kinsey’s guidance. CLiF
is doing a great service for the children of
our region who are often underserved.”   

Library Media Specialist – Derby,VT

Rainy Day Sponsorship
“There is one 5th grade boy who was just
not all that interested in reading. In choos-

ing CLiF books, he took a David Budbill
book and loved it. He read that book
twice and has now finished his second

Budbill book and loved that as well. He’s
now writing a letter to David Budbill asking
him to come to the school!  None of this
would have been possible if not for CLiF.” 

Teacher – Lunenberg /G ilman,VT

If you’re a CLiF supporter and feel you never get quite enough mail, here are some ‘thank you’
cards to brighten your day. The following are the voices of individuals who, if they could, would
thank you personally for helping CLiF inspire young readers and writers in their communities.

CLiF Research
Did you know CLiF has a part-time

employee, Janis Minshull, whose only

job is to conduct follow-up research

after each CLiF sponsorship?  We

make this investment to ensure that

each program has the greatest 

positive impact, we run our programs

as efficiently as possible, and we

continually hear about new ways we

can help at-risk children.

Nothing but smiles after the CLiF Rainy Day
event in Lunenberg, VT

In Their Own Words:
Recent CLiF Feedback 

Rural Public Library
“My favorite moment was after the CLiF pres-
entation when a teacher invited his students to

choose new CLiF books they would like to
borrow. Being familiar with this class, I was
aware that it is not chock-full of enthusiastic
readers, and so was amazed to watch each

student eagerly charge the display [of new CLiF
books] and see every child leave with a new

book in hand. Before leaving school that after-
noon I was hugged at least three times by

parents whose children had excitedly told them
about the CLiF presentation. More parents

asked about the library’s hours, and we’ve since
signed up several children as new cardholders.”

Children’s Librarian – Grantham, NH

Low-Income Housing
“The response from the children was powerful.
They inhaled the books and the whole event. It
was wonderful to see the kids so excited about

books. Reading is now alive and well.”
Community Housing Coordinator – Barre,VT

Library Sponsorships:
Still a Great Deal!



Since 1998 CLiF has touched the lives of 75,000 children in 312 towns across New Hampshire and Vermont. CLiF provides sponsorships
to rural public libraries as well as to children served by homeless shelters, women’s shelters, low-income housing, and bookmobiles. CLiF works
with children’s book authors and illustrators to provide presentations to children in rural areas. We send writers-in-residence to elementary schools,
award Rainy Day sponsorships to towns facing severe economic challenges, and provide new books and literacy support to children of prison
inmates, migrant children, refugee children, children in poverty, Head Start children, daycare children and families with newborns.

CLiF Sponsorships

Rural Libraries Shelters/Low-Income Housing

Bookmobiles Authors/Illustrators

Prison Program Writing Workshops Migrant Children Families with Newborns

Rainy Day Refugee Program Summer Readers Head Start CLiF Choice
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M A P  L E G E N D
Towns CLiF has served within the 

past year are listed in red.
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Note from a young CLiF reader

A boy with his new books at a low-income housing 
development in Rochester, NH

When you’re done, 

please share this 

newsletter with a friend!


