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Nurturing a love of reading and writing among
children throughout New Hampshire and Vermont

children’s books, short stories, and opera
librettos. Despite his busy schedule, David
met with every class in the Roxbury
Village School, read excerpts from several
of his books, answered dozens of questions
about the writer’s craft, and even had
lunch with students. Erik served as
David’s proud escort throughout the day.

As befits a man who cuts his own wood,
grows his own food, and built his own
house, David is very down to earth, and the
kids connected with him immediately. For
many of the children, it was the first time
they had ever met a professional writer, and
the experience was truly transformative.

One month later, Roxbury Principal Abi
Sessions reported: “Since David’s visit, there’s
been an explosion of interest in writing at our
school. Students are writing at home, writing for
fun.We’ve started an after-school writers’ and
illustrators’ club, where kids who are working on
stories can find support from others… and share
their excitement about writing. It’s wonderful for

Sixth grader Erik Brunell 
with author David Budbill  

A Young Roxbury Reader
Gets His Wish 

students to meet real authors of real books.”
CLiF couldn’t agree more, and we thank
David and dozens of other inspirational
CLiF presenters for helping us make such
unforgettable experiences possible.

David Budbill reading one of his books to students in Roxbury,VT  

Erik Brunell of Roxbury,VT (pop. 576)
has read many books, but none made
him feel the way he did when he read
works by David Budbill. “Once you get
into his books you can’t really put them
down!” said Erik. When he finished
Budbill’s wilderness adventure The Bones
on Black Spruce Mountain, the 6th grader
decided, “I really want to meet this author!”

In one of CLiF’s most popular programs,
we cover the cost to send outstanding
children’s book authors and illustrators to
speak with children in rural elementary
schools. Many towns can’t otherwise
afford these special visits on their own.
When we learned of Erik’s wish to meet
his favorite author, we were delighted to
help make it come true.

David Budbill is a prolific writer who lives
on a mountainside in northern Vermont.
He has written more than 25 works
including books of poems, plays, novels,
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Spreading the Word 
Despite our best efforts, many people still have never heard of CLiF, so we’ve
expanded the ways we communicate with clients and supporters:

➤ CLiF now has a Facebook page with photos, stories, and information about our
activities. If you’re a Facebook user, please become a ‘fan’! Look for ‘Children’s
Literacy Foundation’.

➤ Last year we produced a 10-minute DVD with colorful footage from many
CLiF programs. You can view the DVD at www.clifonline.org or on YouTube
(search for ‘Children’s Literacy Foundation’).We’ve also produced a 30-second
public service announcement (PSA) that is running on TV stations in New
Hampshire and Vermont.

➤ Looking for a fun reason to catch up with your friends?  Consider hosting an
informal “CLiF livingroom event.” I’ll come, show CLiF’s 10-minute DVD, talk
briefly about our programs and the current state of children’s literacy, and answer
questions. It’s a fun, stimulating discussion, and a great excuse to gather friends.
Please contact me if you’re interested.

Finally, please note that CLiF’s e-mail changed recently to clif@clifonline.org. Do
you have feedback for us, or ideas for new programs? Please let us know.As always,
we thank you so much for enabling CLiF to inspire many thousands of young readers
and writers!

Who’s Who

CLiF News Staff:
Jennifer Esser Duncan McDougall
Suzanne Loring

CLiF Staff:
Duncan McDougall • Executive Director
Suzanne Loring • Program Coordinator
Jennifer Esser • Communications Coordinator
Mary Catherine Jones • Program Assistant
Kim Belongia • Communications Assistant

Board of Directors:
Sue Buckholz • Chairwoman
Jason Patenaude • Treasurer
Michael Gerling • Secretary
Sonja Hakala Duncan McDougall
Beth Healy Harry Nelson
Phil Kolvoord Sylvia Nelson
Sarah Donnell, Matt Thomas • Board Fellows

Board of Advisors:
Mary Ahlgren Ann Hoey
Ruth Allard Mary Catherine Jones
Selena Cate Joanna Rudge Long
Peg Downing Sarah Putnam
Toni Eubanks Joanne Scobie
Kathleen Finn Susan Voake
Grace Greene

Duncan telling tales and giving away books to 40 refugee children in Winooski,VT

Duncan McDougall,
CLiF Executive Director

For the 4th summer in a row, CLiF is 
partnering with various community food
programs and summer camps across

NH and VT to bring reading to low-income
children.At each event we perform stories,

talk about the power of reading, and let
each child select two brand-new children’s
books to take home and keep.These events
are completely free!  Call 802.244.0944 or

email suzanne@clifonline.org to recommend
a program CLiF should serve.

Looking for
Summer 

Readers Sites

802.244.0944 • www.clifonline.org
clif@clifonline.org

6th CLiF Conference for Rural Librarians
On Friday, September 18, 2009, CLiF will host 90 librarians, staff, and

trustees from rural public libraries across NH and VT at the Hotel Coolidge
in White River Junction,VT.The conference’s theme will be “Strengthening
Your Library in Challenging Times.” Cost is $10 per person and includes a

full breakfast and lunch. Want to attend? Contact clif@clifonline.org

SEPT

18
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Monica Poole of the Lily Garden Center
in Westmoreland, NH. “It really helped set
up a dialogue between us and the library
resulting in more visits by them for storytimes
and a greater sense of community.”

Here’s how it works. Each library receiv-
ing a CLiF sponsorship nominates a local
childcare center, home childcare, Head
Start program, or preschool with which
they would like to build a relationship.

Last year CLiF was excited to begin a
new program designed to serve more of
the Twin States’ youngest readers.The
CLiF Childcare Program, focused on chil-
dren five and under, runs hand-in-hand
with our Rural Library Sponsorships and
aims to build relationships between
libraries and local childcare sites.

“[This program] has greatly enhanced our
relationship with the public library,” said

Creative Juices on
Fire in Northern
New Hampshire
As the recipient of a CLiF Writer-in-
Residence grant, Stratford Public School
in North Stratford, NH, recently hosted
teacher, poet, and performer Geof Hewitt
for three days of hands-on, inspiring
writing workshops. By all accounts, the
program energized the 90-plus students,
stimulated their imaginations, and got
their pencils moving.

According to School Librarian Maren
Halladay, “The creative juices were on fire
and I’ve never seen so many kids so anxious
to write and share.We had the high school
Children’s Literature class work with the 
K-1 students in writing down their
thoughts, which was really special.We ended
our three-day event yesterday with a sharing
and farewell assembly.There was so much

energy and fun in
the air that even
the visiting editor
of the local paper
was totally
impressed with the future writers in the
room. It was truly moving!”

The school’s “Poetry Wall” showcased
students’ work, and many proud authors,
from Kindergartners to sixth graders,
loaned their work to be displayed on
the wall.

Geof Hewitt is the author of three
books of poetry and three books for
teachers, including Today You Are My
Favorite Poet: Writing Poems with
Teenagers and Hewitt’s Guide to Slam
Poetry and Poetry Slam.

Poet Geof Hewitt (far left) collaborating with students during a 
three-day Writer-in-Residence program in Stratford, NH  

Serving Children in Childcare Programs
When CLiF visits a town for a library
sponsorship we also take time to visit
the childcare program, tell stories to all
the children, and donate a selection of
new books for the childcare program’s
library. CLiF also brings other new
children’s books and each child can
choose two to take home and keep.
When possible, the children come to
the local library for the event. For
many, this is their first visit.

“Since your visit, we ordered a copy of the
book Duncan used for his storytelling because
the kids just loved it so much,” said
Monica. “Also, all the teachers have now
instituted story-time during lunch!  We
already had a strong focus on reading—but
this was an opportunity for another chance 
for kids to engage with books that we had
never thought of before.This was entirely
because of the presentation.” As part of this
program CLiF has sponsored more than
25 childcares, Head Start programs, and
preschools over the past year.

Young readers with their new books at the Head Start program in Hillsborough, NH

The teachers and students at the school
enjoyed Geof so much that they are deter-
mined to bring him back again next year.
“We thank CLiF for selecting Stratford for this
grant. It really has meant so much to us all.”

North Stratford is located in New
Hampshire’s Coos County, a northern
region that has faced severe economic chal-
lenges for many years due to the closing of
local mills.This is one of CLiF’s favorite
areas to visit, and we are always delighted
to be able to collaborate with and
support the students and teachers there!



Unlike most nonprofits, CLiF doesn’t receive a penny of state or federal support.
All our programs are made possible thanks to donations from individuals,

companies, foundations, and social organizations.

Since July 2008, thirty businesses have made contributions to CLiF. Some of our newest
donors—Carris Reels, Connecting Solutions of Vermont, Northfield Savings Bank, and

Seventh Generation—have helped CLiF sponsor rural public libraries and purchase new
books for low-income children. Others—Autodesk, Guilford Publications, and

NorthCountry Federal Credit Union—are generously continuing their multi-year support.

Still others have undertaken unique partnerships. The Equinox Resort & Spa in Manchester,
VT, offers a special rate for resort-goers that includes new books for children and a donation
to CLiF. Employees at the Boston office of Oliver Wyman, a global consulting firm, made gifts

to CLiF through their annual holiday charity auction. And Bear Pond Books in Montpelier
sponsored a read-a-thon as a fundraiser for CLiF. We offer our deepest gratitude to all our
corporate supporters. Please contact us if your company would like to partner with CLiF.
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When CLiF arranged to send
children’s book author and illus-
trator Tracey Campbell Pearson to
New Haven,VT (pop. 1,600),
students at the Beeman School
began immediately to prepare for
her visit.When Tracey arrived, she
was delighted by what she found.

During Tracey’s all-school presen-
tation for first through sixth
graders, when she talked about the
writing process, she was impressed
by how well-versed students and
teachers were about her books.
Not only was everyone enthusias-
tic and attentive during her talk,
but they also had presentations of
their own designed especially for
her.The fifth and sixth graders recited poems and shared their own illustrated book
creations.The third and fourth graders took Tracey all around the playground on a
storywalk of her book Bob. And after a special storytelling with Tracey, the Kindergartners
performed a dance to Mother Goose.

“Tracey gave advice to the students who are making illustrated books of Robert Louis Stevenson
poems, inspired by her book The Moon,” said school librarian Nancy Custer-Carroll. “She
was so responsive to each individual child and so flexible in what she was willing to do with the
kids. She is truly exceptional.” Tracey returned the compliment. “What a sweet school,” she
said. “[The students] were all delicious.”

Author and illustrator Tracey Campbell Pearson (middle 
left) on a storywalk with students in New Haven,VT 

Children at a low-income housing 
development in Brattleboro,VT show 

what they think of CLiF’s visit 

Dozens of towns across New Hampshire
and Vermont operate food shelves—sites
where families at risk of going hungry
can go to get supplies of free food. In
December, 2008, CLiF kicked off a new
initiative by donating $12,000 in new
children’s books to food shelves in
Burlington and Waterbury,VT. The idea
is simple—when folks come to get food,
they can select a new children’s book for
each child in their family.

“Getting the new CLiF books was just
amazing!” said Cara Griswold, Director
of the Waterbury Area Food Shelf.
“People were really excited. People went crazy
giving books as Christmas gifts to their
kids—something they might not have been
able to do otherwise. Kids loved all the
picture books, and Inkspell was a big hit.
When parents were busy selecting food, their
kids would plop themselves down on the stairs
and start to read. It was great to see. We
would LOVE to continue our partnership
with CLiF!” More information to come
on this exciting new CLiF program.

Food for the
Body and
the Mind

A Sweet Visit to New
Haven,VT

Thank You 
Corporate Supporters!
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Over the past year CLiF’s work was
profiled in more than 70 newspapers and
magazines, as well as on TV, radio
stations, and websites. Here is a sampling
of press outlets that covered CLiF in
recent months:

The Story: In February CLiF founder
Duncan McDougall was interviewed by
Dick Gordon on the nationally-syndi-
cated radio program The Story. Duncan
was asked about his decision to give up
his consulting career to start CLiF. The
program aired on 120 NPR stations in
24 states. To hear the 20-minute inter-
view, visit thestory.org and search for
‘Duncan McDougall.’ (Note: Duncan’s
interview is the second half of the show
titled iJackpot.)

Web News: The uplifting work that
CLiF performs was featured recently on
websites that focus on positive news
including Good News Network, Pay It
Forward, and Light up the Darkness.

Other Press: As usual, dozens of tradi-
tional media outlets have also highlighted
CLiF’s work including the Bennington
Banner, Burlington Free Press, Keene
Sentinel, Nashua Telegraph, WDEV radio,
and ABC Channel 5 NH. If you know a
journalist who is looking for an inspiring
story, please tell them about CLiF!

CLiF in 
the Media 

Avid listeners at a CLiF presentation in Groveton, NH 

How Will You Be Remembered?
Everyone hopes to leave a positive mark on the world. At
CLiF, we have chosen to do everything we can to open the
doors of imagination and opportunity through literacy. If

you share our desire to inspire the next generation of young
readers and writers, please support CLiF through a bequest

or planned gift. You’ll allow CLiF to continue “Opening
Books, Opening Minds, Opening Doors” for thousands of
children for decades to come. Please let us know if you’ve
included CLiF in your planned giving so we can share our

thanks. For more information contact Duncan at 
clif@clifonline.org or 802-244-0944. Thank you!

Open-air stories at a childcare center in Greensboro Bend, VT 

Birthday Bookdrives 

Receiving gifts on your birthday is a time-honored tradition that dates back hundreds
of years. However, over the past few years there have been a growing number of families
in Vermont and New Hampshire that have decided to break the ranks and try some-
thing new. In lieu of gifts for themselves, children are asking guests at their birthday
parties to bring donations for a charity of the birthday boy or girl’s choosing.

It was Ethan Hall’s fifth birthday when he first agreed to forgo his gifts for donations of
brand-new children’s books to give to CLiF.

“Our kids have so much already and we wanted to make them aware that not everyone else
does,” said Ethan’s mom Liz of Huntington,VT. Since then, Ethan has collected books
for CLiF twice, once at his fifth birthday party and once at his sixth, gathering 15-20
books each time. And although he admits it’s hard to give up gifts he plans to do it for
a charity again next year. “It makes me happy,” he said.

CLiF has received donations from more than seven children in the past year. The books
and monetary donations are a huge help to the organization.
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When I was perhaps 12 years
old I discovered JRR
Tolkien’s The Hobbit in the

local library one summer. That went
pretty fast so I obviously took out The
Lord of the Rings trilogy. I read this day
and night for I don’t know how long—
I was a fast reader so it may have only
been a month, but I remember carrying
one of the dog-eared paperbacks with me
at ALL times and reading at night under
the covers with a flashlight. It was like
living dual lives, one real and one virtual
(but the book’s world was a lot more
interesting). Sorry mom—I remember
you being annoyed with me reading at
the dinner table.As an adult, I think one
loses some of that ability to completely
immerse oneself in another reality, so this
memory is particularly compelling.

Stan Williams – Norwich,VT

Jonathan Livingston Seagull
taught me the importance
of finding and enjoying a

passion, and being true to myself,
regardless of how anyone else might
judge me. As a child, I loved the photo-
graphs in the book. Imagine my delight
when, as an adult, I discovered that a
friend was the photographer’s daughter! 

Barbara Lynch – Lyme, NH

A reader who found what he wanted! 

I remember well being in
my parents’ double bed 
with my brothers and sister

while my Dad read us The Swiss Family
Robinson. He read a few chapters a
night, and it seemed to go on forever.
I am sure that he read many other
chapter books as well, but the memory
sticks with me. The other, Little Women,
is the first thick book I remember
reading on my own. It just entranced
me, and I never wanted it to end.The
love of reading has stuck, and I still hate
to finish a really good book!

Barbara Hall – Etna, NH

As a child living in the city
(Brooklyn, NY) I was horse
crazy, so books about horses

were as close as I got. Black Beauty
was a book I read every year, after my
parents stopped reading it to me. I often
read at night after being put to bed...by
the light of a wall sconce in the hall...till
my parents would come by and turn it
off... I was very good at scampering to
bed and feigning sleep when I heard
them stir in the living room. I also 
read in class when a new Black Stallion
book arrived at the library.

Betsy Booth – Wolfeboro, NH

My oldest sister,Tania, had a
four-poster bed with a blue-
and-white-checked gingham

canopy. I vividly remember climbing into
bed with her and listening intently as she
read aloud the Moomin books. We
followed the adventures of Moominmama,
Moominpapa and Moomintroll, Snufkin,
Little My and the Snork Maiden. We
laughed as we said their names aloud and
followed their mysterious and playful tales.
Snuggling with my sister as she read to
me and following the Moomin tales as if
we were traveling with them brought me
pure joy! 

Julie Lang – Peacham,VT

Miss Twiggley’s Tree, by
Dorothea Warren Fox, was
the first one that I believed

myself to ‘read.’ After years of listening to
the almost lyrical rhythm of this story, I
decided that I was a true reader because I
could look at each page and say, word for
word, the text that appeared there. The
truth was, I could not actually read nearly
so well as I thought; I had instead memo-
rized the contents of each page, and was
merely reciting what I recalled. Miss
Twiggley’s Tree made me work even harder
to learn to read other books. For a time,
I didn’t understand why I could only read
this one!  In truth, this book is what most
encouraged me to learn to (really) read,
and for that I am extremely grateful.

Catherine Potter – Dover, NH

Big Red (and its sequels Irish
Red and Outlaw Red) by Jim
Kjelgaard—still perhaps the

best dog stories for young readers—I
read and re-read them until the covers
fell off. The Once and Future King by
T.H.White—the grandest of the King
Arthur stories—it was the first book to
teach me that even kings couldn’t have
everything just because they wished it so.

Rod Guinn – Albuquerque, NM

Every year CLiF gives away more than $150,000 in new, high-quality children’s books to young readers who have few, if any, such books.
We do so because we know books have the power to change lives. We recently asked members of the CLiF community to share with us stories
of books that had touched or transformed their lives.Thanks to the many people who sent stories. Here are a few inspiring tales. Enjoy!

Tales of Some Unforgettable Books

Choosing monsters and spirits



Rural Libraries Shelters/Low-Income Housing

Bookmobiles Authors/Illustrators

Prison Program Writing Workshops Migrant Children Families with Newborns

Rainy Day Refugee Program Summer Readers Head Start CLiF Choice

Since 1998 CLiF has touched the lives of more than 75,000 children in 325 towns across New Hampshire and Vermont. CLiF provides
sponsorships to rural public libraries as well as to children served by homeless shelters, women’s shelters, low-income housing, and bookmobiles. CLiF
works with children’s book authors and illustrators to provide presentations to children in rural areas. We send writers-in-residence to elementary
schools, award Rainy Day sponsorships to towns facing severe economic challenges, and provide new books and literacy support to children of
prison inmates, migrant children, refugee children, children in poverty, Head Start children, children in childcare, and families with newborns.

CLiF Sponsorships (July 2008 - June 2009)
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M A P  L E G E N D
Towns CLiF is serving for the 

first time are listed in red.

This version of our map
shows all the sponsorships

CLiF has awarded over
the past 12 months (July
2008 - June 2009). Towns

in red were sponsored 
for the first time.
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Signing up for library cards and checking
out books after the CLiF Rural Library
Sponsorship in Middletown Springs,VT 

When you’re done, 

please share this 

newsletter with a friend!

Note from a young CLiF reader


